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By Colin Ellis 
Columns Editor 


For the time being, it is 
still illegal to get high in Ver- 
mont. An amendment aimed at 
decriminalizing marijuana was 
blocked in the Vermont State 
Senate, despite bipartisan agree- 
ment and overwhelming support 
from Vermont voters. 

The amendment was co- 


p. 18 


THE STUDENT VOICE OF ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE 


EFENDERY 


VoL. 31, ISsuE No. 5 





St. MIcHAEW’s COLLEGE, COLCHESTER, VT. 


Photo courtesy of Nora Stoelting 
Sophomore Nora Stoelting, a member of Green Upcarries the weight 
of the world during Earth Fest on Sunday, April 15. 


Move to Ease Pot Laws Snuffed Out in Vermont 


Advocates in decriminalization of marijuana say ‘wait until next year’ 


sponsored by Joe Benning (R- 
Caledonia) and Philip Baruth 
(D-Chittenden). The proposal 
sought to reduce the penalty lev- 
els for possession of an ounce or 
less of marijuana to a civil penal- 
ty, akin to a speeding ticket. The 
fine would be as low as $100, ac- 
cording to Baruth. 

“The idea was to have a bi- 
partisan decriminalization bill 
that would lower the punishment 


Students adopt a vegan 
diet for a week. Reac- 
tions are mixed. 





Purple Knights Go Green 


By Joanna Aliano 
Staff Writer 


‘Roughly 400 students at- 
tended Earth Fest in Ross Sports 
Center on April 15,, hosted by 
St. Michael’s environmental 
club Green Up. While indulging 
in Ben and Jerry’s ice cream or 
local burger patties provided by 
Cloudland Farm in Woodstock, 
the biggest Green Up event of 
the year allowed students to 
plant their own flowers, tie-dye 
white clothing or paddle a bike 
attached to a blender to whip up 
their own smoothies. 

“Everything is organic or 
local because that’s what we are 
trying to promote,” said sopho- 
more Green Up member Chantel 
Albert. “We draw them in with 
Ben and Jerry’s and then teach 
them lessons about the environ- 
ment,” she joked. 

Last year’s Earth Fest event 
managed to bring in several new 
members to the club that focuses 


on environmental sustainability. 


to a civil penalty from a crimi- 
nal penalty and carry a small 
fine,’ Baruth said. He went on 
to describe how the bill he and 
Benning designed became an 
amendment. 

“We had a chance to attach 
it to another bill that dealt with 
marijuana,” he said. “That’s one 
of the most direct ways to move 
something onto the floor is to at- 
tach an amendment to another 


“Tt’s a fun event to get peo- 
ple excited about sustainability” 
said Nora Stoelting, a sophomore 
member of Green Up. 

Playing in the background to 
hype up the crowd was a Wash- 
ington, D.C — based band called 
Mission South. Green Up chose 
Mission South to play at the event 
because the band’s members were 
able to drive to Vermont rather 
than fly since flying is so detri- 
mental to the environment, Al- 
bert noted. 

Having been recognized in 
February as the 6th Fair Trade col- 
lege in the United States (and the 
first in Vermont), St. Michael’s 
has further legitimized itself as 
an environmentally friendly cam- 
pus through collaborative efforts 
by several Green Up members 
along with other members of the 
college community. 

“Fair trade means many dif- 
ferent things,” said Jeffrey Ayres, 
who, in addition to chairing the 
political science department helps 
promote the college’s fair-trade 
movement. “It’s a social justice 


bill. In this case we understood 
that we had the support of our 
leadership in doing that, but 
when it came to floor they had 
apparently changed their minds.” 

The amendment proposed 
by Benning and Baruth was ini- 
tially trumped by Sen. Richard 
Sears (D-Bennington), who pro- 
posed a substitute amendment 
that would keep possession a 
crime but removed the threat of 


model, it’s an attempt to promote 
a different model of economic de- 
velopment, and it’s a social move- 
ment. And for us, because of our 
longstanding commitment to so- 
cial justice, education and com- 
munity service, it just naturally 
fits well.” “[Fair Trade] basically 
ensures that farmers are paid 
a fair price and exposed to fair 
working conditions. I think this 
goes well with what the school’s 
mission,” Stoelting said. 

With one of the college’s 
largest club budgets, $17,300, 
Green Up is able to fund major 
events such as Earth Fest and 
Harvest Fest that reinforce its 
mission and shed light on its goals 
for the environment. 

Green Up also arranged for 
the author and environmental ac- 
tivist, Maude Barlow to speak on 
campus April 19. 


See EARTH FEST on page 16 


jail time. Under Sears’s version, 
violators of the law would be 
fined $500 for their first offense 
and $750 for the second. Baruth 
stressed that Sears’ amendment 
was a reduction in the civil pen- 
alty but not actual decriminal- 
ization, which is why he and 
Benning couldn’t back it. 


See DECRIMINALIZATION 
on page 4 
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Assistant Director of MOVE to Leave St. Michael’s 





Photo by Liz Kendall 


Erin Bodin will leave St. Michael’s at the end of June. 


By Liz Kendall 
News Editor 


Erin Bodin, a 2006 graduate and as- 
sistant director of St. Michael’s Mobiliza- 
tion of Volunteer Efforts for the past three 
and a half years will be leaving the col- 


lege in May to earn her master’s degree 
in creative writing. She’ll be moving to 
central Vermont with her husband, Ethan 
Bodin. 

Calling her years working in the 
MOVE office “a blessing,’ Bodin has 
been an anchor of support and encour- 
agement for students entering the often 


crowded office that she describes as “vi- 
brant.” 

“Tt’s a place people can come to serve 
their community, or maybe they want to 
share a story, or a YouTube video,” Bodin 
said with a laugh. “It’s unbelievable to ex- 
perience everyone’s journey.” 

Overseeing the student-led extended- 
service committee each academic year, 
Bodin organizes the domestic trips, coor- 
dinates the van certification program, and 
assists students leading MOVE’s 22 local 
volunteer programs. 

“Tt’s going to be very different in ru- 
ral Vermont,” Bodin added. 

Bodin and her husband, a fellow 2006 
St. Michael’s graduate, have long “shared 
a collective dream,” according to Bodin, 
of farming his family’s 25-acre farm in 
Chittenden, outside of Rutland. 

“We've felt very called to the land 
there and know we want to raise our chil- 
dren there,” Bodin said. “We'll live in a 
studio apartment above the barn, and 
might eventually build a home on the 
property.” 

In addition, Bodin plans to earn her 
master’s of fine arts in creative writing at 
Stonecoast College on the coast of Maine 
in a low-residency program a few weeks 
a year and to complete a short residency 
in Ireland. 

Sarah Ames, a sophomore who co- 
ordinates the MOVE program for tempo- 
rary relief said Bodin’s impact on her is 
why she remains at St. Michael’s rather 
than transferring. 

“She cares so much,” Ames said. “No 
matter what kind of problem you have she 
wants to do everything she can — she liter- 
ally does everything in her power to help 
you.” 

“MOVE was the reason I stayed,” 
Ames said. “From the moment I met 
[Bodin], I knew she was a really amaz- 
ing person. I can’t imagine her not being a 


part of my life.” 

Jason Moore, assistant director of 
campus ministry and a 2001 graduate 
said he first witnessed Bodin’s leadership 
on MOVE’s international trip to Kolkata, 
India. 

“She was a phenomenal leader,” 
Moore recalled. “I was relying on her to 
guide me through the process.” 

Moore described Bodin’s relation- 
ship with those the group served in Kolk- 
ata as “warm and compassionate.” While 
the group of volunteers worked mostly 
in pre-arranged homes and orphanages, 
Moore remembers Bodin stretching be- 
yond the boundaries toward others living 
in Kolkata. 

“She was really connected to the 
people on the street. She was moved with 
compassion,” Moore recalled. 

“She had this purposefulness and 
sincere desire to share the experience of 
Kolkata with others,” said Heidi St. Peter, 
director of MOVE, describing her initial 
reaction when she met Bodin - then still 
a college student - six years ago. St. Pe- 
ter and Bodin have shared an office, and 
a friendship, for the last three-and-a-half 
years. 

“T’ll most miss her grace,” St. Peter 
said. “And her peaceful presence; she has 
this amazing ability to be calm but also 
very funny.” 

“Bodin described leaving St. Mi- 
chael’s after nearly a decade as “a griev- 
ing process.” 

“This place has showed me you have 
to live with authenticity - sometimes you 
have to let go of things to grow - it’s really 
not easy.” 


MTV Founder ‘67, to Speak at Commencement 


By Claire Martin 
Staff Writer 


In three weeks members of the class 
of 2012 will don caps and gowns in Ross 
Sports Center as they join MTV co- 
founder and St. Michael’s College alum 
Tom Freston, this year’s commencement 
speaker. 

The former CEO of MTV Networks 
will take the stage in Ross on May 14, 45 
years after he received a St. Michael’s di- 
ploma. 


It wasn’t easy to get Freston to re- 


turn for a commencement speech. While 
the class president usually takes part in 
choosing a speaker, this year’s circum- 
stances were different. Freston has been 
working in the Middle East for the past 
few years and after many requests was 
finally able to commit to speaking at the 
ceremony. 

“We’ve been trying to get Tom Fres- 
ton for a really, really long time,” said 
senior class president Megan Flynn, “It’s 
been a lot of years in the making.” 

Since November, Flynn has been 
working with the commencement com- 


mittee planning and coordinating the stu- 
dent part of the event. 

“Tt’s a big name and when people 
hear what he’s doing I think that’s some- 
thing that they value,” she said, “I was re- 
ally excited. I think it’s going to be really 
great.” 

Freston himself is looking forward 
to returning to his alma mater where he 
said he has built lasting friendships and 
learned to navigate relationships. 

“A lot of the college experience was 
kind of picked up outside of the class- 
room,” Freston said about his four years 


at St. Michael’s. 

Even back in 1967, when the graduat- 
ing class was only around 200 students, 
there was still a strong sense of commu- 
nity, he said. Because of the vast changes 
from his own collegiate days, Freston 
spoke with several current seniors to get 
a sense of what it is like on campus now. 


See SPEAKER on page 6 


Photo courtesy of St. Michael’s public 
department 
Professor Laurie Gagne, director of the 
Edmundite Center for Peace and Justice. 


By Daniela Czark 
Staff Writer 


Professor Laurie Gagne, director 
of the Edmundite Center for peace and 
justice, received an award on April 12 in 
Montpelier from the Vermont Campus 
Compact for “Excellence in Community- 
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Based Teaching.” This award is given an- 
nually to a faculty member from one of 
the 17 participating member institutions 
in the state of Vermont. The recipient 
must show that he or she has incorpo- 
rated service learning that has benefited 
students and the local community into the 
core of their teaching. 

The Vermont Campus Compact 
chose Gagne with the belief that, “Lau- 
rie Gagne “because of her demonstrated 
and long-standing commitment to teach- 
ing students about concepts of social jus- 
tice through the curriculum,” said Cheryl 
Lower, director of the Vermont Campus 
Compact in an e-mail wrote. 

Joan Wagner, director of the Center 
for Community-Engaged Learning, said 
in a nominating letter sent to the compact 
that Gagne “has demonstrated a long- 
standing commitment to educating stu- 
dents about social justice issues both in 
and out of the classroom.” 

Gagne’s incorporation of service 
work into her classes has also benefitted 
the community at large, Wagner added. 
Some of the community partners she and 
her students have worked with include 
the Essex Community Justice Center, the 
Campaign for Innocent Victims in Con- 


flict, the Winooski School District and 
the Burundian community of Burlington. 

“She is right in the trenches with stu- 
dents when she is embarking on a new 
project,” Wagner said, “She doesn’t see 
the work as separate from what she her- 
self is accomplishing,” Wagner said. 

Gagne is humble about her accom- 
plishments. 

“At first I was incredulous,’ Gagne 
said. “I haven’t been doing this for very 
long and I feel like the projects I have un- 
dertaken are very modest.” 

“Modest” is not how many students 
and colleagues would describe Gagne’s 
work. Many students in her Approaches to 
Peace course, listed under the peace and 
justice minor said they enjoyed the work 
they did as English conversation part- 
ners with adult refugees of the Burundian 
community so much that they began a 
MOVE program based on their work. The 
group now meets under the name “Com- 
munity Conversations” where roughly 20 
Burundi members engage with 8 St. Mi- 
chael’s students. 

“The big picture of what she and her 
office stand for is in particular her gifted- 
ness with connecting and inspiring stu- 
dents to also follow a path of social justice 


and become interested in challenging is- 
sues,” Wagner said. 

Gagne is now developing an outline 
for a new 2-credit course called Civil 
Rights in the South: Then and Now, 
which will be offered over spring break 
2013. Students will engage in Edmundite- 
based service work in Selma, Ala., while 
learning about and tracing the steps of the 
1960s civil rights movement. 

“We will be going to Vredenburg, Al- 
abama, which is outside Selma, and work- 
ing with a small town where there is a 
huge, very poor black population,” Gagne 
said. The goal is to run focus groups in- 
volving the students and members of the 
community, and eventually write a grant 
to help fund economic development ef- 
forts for the area. 

With much more ahead of her indi- 
vidually and professionally, Gagne’s com- 
mitment to weaving her course work into 
community-engaged service work outside 
the classroom is continuing to grow. 

“T’ve deliberately taken a new direc- 
tion in my teaching. This award encour- 
ages me to continue in this direction,” 
Gagne said. 





Subsidized or Free? Mass E-mail Raises Question 


By Liz Kendall 
News Editor 


In an e-mail sent to nearly 2000 
students on April 4 titled “Definition 
of ‘Free,”’ Associate Director of Facili- 
ties Rick Battistoni sought to correct the 
wording of a message sent earlier by 
Green Up. 

The student environmental group 
had advertised a “Free Equal Exchange 
Coffee Hour.” Battistoni’s mass e-mail 
asked, “how [did] the definition of ‘free’ 
[come] to mean ‘somebody else paid for it 
so it’s free?’” 

“Where did the money to pay for 
the things that are ‘free’ come from?” he 
continued. “‘Subsidized’ seems more ac- 
curate. It’s not really ‘free.’” 

Colin Delaney, president of Green 
Up and author of the original e-mail ad- 
vertising the coffee hour said he was 
“very taken back” by Battistoni’s rejoin- 
der. The fair trade coffee hour, will not 
be changed to “subsidized” from “free,” 
Delaney said. 

“Coffee hour will remain free be- 
cause it remains the most effective way 
to promote the ideas of sustainability,” 


Delaney said. “The money for coffee 
hour starts each year with money from 
the Green Up club budget, but we also 
use money from selling water bottles and 
mugs to buy the coffee, milk, cream and 
sugar each week.” 

The Green Up budget for the 2011- 
2012 academic year is roughly $14,000, 
according to Liam Callahan, a senior in- 
volved in the club. 

In an e-mail sent privately to Battis- 
toni, Green Up members called attention 
to their mission of reducing waste. 

“We are trying to affect the SMC 
community’s choice in consuming cof- 
fee, from one that creates more unrecy- 
clable waste than necessary, to one that 
promotes directly and indirectly more 
conscious use of resources,” members of 
Green Up wrote. 

Economics professor Patrick Walsh 
devoted two of his classes to discussion 
about the issue the e-mail raised — what is 
the meaning of “free?” Walsh suggested 
that “free” is not the correct term for the 
fair trade coffee hour. 

“Nothing is ‘free,” he said. “Every 
activity involves some cost — maybe ef- 
fort, but certainly time. T-shirts, or ice 
cream, or coffee, or whatever, do not fall 


out of the sky. We used some of society’ S 
resources — workers, factories, energy — 
to produce them. So even if there is zero 
monetary cost to the consumer, there was 
a cost to society.” 

Battistoni, who has never attended 
Green Up’s coffee hour, said he received 
10 e-mailed responses from students, and 
does not see his point being taken serious- 
ly. “I’m guessing most college students 
have more important things to worry 
about than being grammatically correct,” 
Battistoni said in an e-mail. 

Tarah Srethwatanakul, a first-year 
student, was one of the students who e- 
mailed Battisoni. “I wrote that I hoped he 
would express his opinion through The 
Defender or Holy Shift rather than in e- 
mail to all students,” Srethwatanakul said. 

Battistoni said he has taken the ad- 
vice contained in the student e-mails seri- 
ously. 

“A student made the point that “sub- 
sidized” is also inaccurate because ‘subsi- 
dized’ means someone paid for a portion 
of something while the remaining cost 
was paid for by another source,” Battis- 
toni said, “It was not my intent to single 
out Green Up — rather all organizations 
that advertise ‘free’ stuff in an attempt to 





Photo by Liz Kendall 
Senior Emily Dec helps herself to a “subsi- 
dized” drink at Green Up’s coffee hour on 
April 19 in St. Ed’s foyer. 


get people to attend events. I think society 
has become desensitized to and apathetic 
to words being used inaccurately just to 
grab our attention.” 
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Marijuana 


Continued from page 1 


Sen. Tim Ashe (D-Chittenden) made 
a motion to lie before either proposal 
could be voted on. However, both par- 
ties agreed to withdraw their respective 
amendments to start over and continue the 
discussion in a summer study committee. 
This committee would then make recom- 
mendations regarding the amendments 
in the following term. Neither Sears nor 
Ashe returned messages asking them to 
comment. 

Before Benning and Baruth had the 
chance to rework their amendment, an- 
other proposal with similar language to 
theirs was introduced to the House of 
Representatives. This version — sponsored 
by Reps. Jason Lorber (D-Burlington), 
Chris Pearson (P-Burlington) and Adam 
Howard (R-Cambridge) — was attached to 
a judiciary bill that would have permitted 
unwarranted search of medical records by 
law enforcement. Benning said he could 
not agree to that bill, even though his 
amendment had been added to it. 

“That bill is up for discussion very 
soon and has to do with giving police ex- 
panded access to prescription records,” 
Benning said. “I believe that this expan- 
sion of police access into prescription re- 
cords is unconstitutional if done without 
a warrant. So I have this amendment at- 
tached to a bill I don’t like and trying to 
figure out what to do about it is our next 
step.” 

The practice of adding amendments 
to bills is an ageless practice in Ameri- 
can politics. Amendments are religiously 
added to widely supported bills, know- 
ing they will be passed. Both Baruth and 
Benning did not want their amendment 
associated with a bill they felt was uncon- 
stitutional. 


Benning and Baruth are not the only 
Vermont politicians campaigning for de- 
criminalization laws. Gov. Peter Shum- 
lin has backed this marijuana movement. 
He signed a bill that legalized medicinal 
marijuana dispensaries in 2011. Shumlin 
has said decriminalizing marijuana would 
free up law enforcement to focus on more 
serious drug-related crimes. 

“Tt’s very specific to marijuana,” 
Baruth said of the amendment. “Our bill 
only changes the penalties of possession 
of marijuana under an ounce. It doesn’t 
speak to the larger war on drugs although 
I think that’s the context in which it should 
be read.” 

There have been a number of oppo- 
nents to decriminalization in Vermont, 
most notably the Vermont Speaker of the 
House Shap Smith. Smith (D-Morris- 
town) blocked similar bills from coming 


to the floor. Because of his adamant op- — 


position to decriminalizing marijuana, 
Smith has become the target of a type 
of internet activism known as “doxing.” 
This involves anonymous internet users 
posting Smith and his family’s private 
information online — including his home 
address, personal phone number, Google 
map images of his home and the address 
of his wife’s physician practice. Neither 
Smith nor his aide Tom Cheney returned 
messages asking for their comment. 

Baruth said the odds of getting his 
amendment to where he wants to be are 
“less than stellar.” 

“If I had to bet I’d say there’s about a 
10 percent chance that it becomes law this 
year,” Baruth said. “That has to do with 
the problems of getting it voted out of the 
senate and Shap Smith is very opposed to 
decriminalization at this point.” 

On Friday, April 20 Smith agreed 
to allow a hearing for decriminalization 
when the 2013 term begins in January. 
A Senate version could still pass before 
the session concludes on May 4, but that 
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The Vermont Statehouse in Montpelier considers weed control. 


remains unlikely. Vermont Public Safety 
Commissioner Keith Flynn will lead the 
summer study to examine the costs and 
benefits of decriminalization, and the 
House Judiciary Committee will take 
testimony on the issue in 2013. A Public 
Policy Polling survey released earlier this 
year said 63 percent of Vermonters favor 
decriminalization. 

As they stand, the laws surrounding 
marijuana possession in Vermont remain 
strict. Possession and/or cultivation of any 
amount under two ounces counts a mis- 
demeanor. The first offense carries a fine 
of up to $500 and as much as six months 
in jail, while the second offense has a fine 
of up to $2,000 and as much as two years 


of incarceration. Possession or sale of 
drug-related paraphernalia is also a mis- 
demeanor with a maximum of one year in 
jail and $1,000 fine. 

Any amount over two ounces is 
considered a felony, with widely rang- 
ing punishments. Two ounces to a pound 
can result in three years of jail time and 
a $10,000 fine. One to ten pounds means 
five years’ incarceration and carries a 
fine of up to $100,000. And ten pounds 
or more gets you up to 15 years in jail 
and a $500,000 fine. Any amount over 50 
pounds is immediately considered to be 
trafficking, meaning the owner has the 
intent to sell. This carries a fine of up to 
$1 million and 30 years in jail. 





Possible Budget Cuts Could Harm Fire and Rescue 


By Dan Margulies 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s Fire and Rescue 
squad may be subject to a $21,000 budget- 
cut that was proposed at an April 10 Col- 
chester Select Board meeting. Projected 
cuts in the town budget totaling $190,000 
would also affect public workers and the 
Colchester Police Department. 

“The main thing that will be changed 
is our training for future members,” said 
Fire and Rescue member Mike Bodreau. 

The Colchester Fire Department will 
also suffer a $12,000 cut. 

“The first problem with the budget 
cut is that we were not contacted by any- 


one from the town about our budget being 
cut,” said Colchester Fire chief Michael 
Chmielewski, “We have no payroll to cut. 
We have no health insurance to cut. We 
will have to dip into our reserves to cover 
this short fall.” 

The Colchester Center Volunteer 
Fire Company along with St. Michael’s 
Fire and Rescue, is the busiest volunteer 
fire department in the state, Chmielews- 
ki said. The two companies have volun- 
teered over 17,000 hours of time. 

“Over the last month the taxpayers 
have been barraged by claims that we 
don’t support our schools or town gov- 
ernment,” said Colchester resident Jordan 
Isham. “These claims are childish and in- 


sulting to those of us who have supported 
Colchester for years. These cries from the 
town office and the school board are tes- 
timony to the lack of intellectual maturity 
and understanding of the current 





economic environment that many 
homeowners face.” 

A re-vote concerning the cuts will 
take place at the May 1 Colchester select 
board meeting. 


Photo by Dan Evarts 


A St. Michael’s College Fire and Rescue ambulance sets off to provide help on April 22. 
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By Kelsi Brett 
Staff Writer 


Students can expect another change 
in their class schedules next year. All 
courses will have five minutes added to 
their length, according to Vice President 
Karen Talentino. 


She said that courses meeting three | 


times a week this year lost 15 minutes of 
class time per week as compared to four- 
credit courses last year. It’s that 15 min- 
utes that the administration has decided 
to add back onto courses. Talentino ex- 
plained that she was “hearing from a lot of 
faculty that they didn’t have enough time 
to get through all of the material.” 

The change won’t apply to courses 
that now meet twice a week. They cur- 
rently run 90 minutes per session — 15 
minutes longer than was the case for a 
4-credit course with the same twice-a- 
week schedule during the 2010-2011 aca- 
demic year. 


Chemistry professor Shane Lamos 


was one of the faculty members raising 
concerns about the shortened class peri- 


By Dan Evarts 
Photo Editor 


The mood was light as professors 
and students shared laughs and posed for 
pictures in the Tarrant Recreation Center 
during the St. Michael’s College sympo- 
sium last Friday. The symposium, which 
is a day set aside each year for students 
to present their findings from a semester’s 
or year’s worth of work, feels more like a 


_ celebration than a presentation. Many stu- 


dents in the gym were wearing smiles to 
complement their business-casual outfits. 
“The day off is critical to the success 
of the symposium,” professor of psychol- 
ogy Ari Kirshenbaum said. “If some stu- 
dents are not permitted to support their 
peers during their presentations, this pre- 
vents us from achieving the first of our 
primary objectives. The members of the 
Undergraduate Research Committee hope 
that the day off from class will encourage 
students to attend various events.” 

The symposium has grown in popu- 
larity over the years, even when it didn’t 
involve a day off from classes. Professor 
of psychology Dave Landers said the re- 
cent decision to hold no classes on sym- 
posium day is worthwhile. — 

“The psychology department used 


to do this, and a few years back other de- 
partments started realizing the success of ~ 


it, and then everyone started getting in- 
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ods for some courses. He waited until the 
end of last semester to transmit his views 
to Talentino because, he said, he wanted 
to give himself some time to feel out the 
new 4-4 plan. 

“Sometimes we need just a few min- 
utes more than an hour, especially on 
exam days,” Lamos said. 

Lamos’ concern stems largely from 
the difficulty of making transitions with 
large lecture classes such as his. He said 
that if a class runs over just a few min- 
utes due to discussions or tests, professors 
have trouble ushering one large class out 
and another into the same room on time. 
That often results in loss of lecture time, 
Lamos noted. 

The ability to conclude a lecture 
is something he might have to forego if 
it makes the class run over, Lamos said. 
“T appreciate the ability to complete my 
thought before moving on.” 

Associate Registrar David Barrow- 
clough said the extra five minutes is in- 
tended to allow teachers time at the begin- 
ning and end of classes to set up or take 
down technology or to wrap up discus- 


volved,” Landers said. 

The symposium now plays host not 
only to professors and their students who 
are presenting their projects, but it has 
also become an event attended by some 
parents and underclassmen. 

“We are encouraging underclassmen 
to come and watch,” Landers said. “We 
are using it almost as a recruiting process 
for the younger students.” 

Having the day off from classes gives 
underclassmen the ability to come out and 
support their classmates, and also gives 
them a chance to see what types of oppor- 
tunities they will have in the future. The 
students prepare presentations mainly for 
their professors, but they understand that 
their work will be seen by younger eyes 
as well. 

“Tt’s nice to show the underclassmen 
what we’ve been doing,” senior Kelly Mc- 
Donald said. “Our work will give them 
ideas of what they might want to do in the 
coming years.” 

The event on Friday was a fitting 
culmination ceremony, but the work that 
went into each project was the real reward 
for both the students and professors. Se- 
nior Kaitlin Kaster discussed how her 
work was both difficult and rewarding. 

“We were learning about people and 
things that. are different than we are,” 


Kaster said. “In our case, it was under- 


privileged children” 
The wide range of projects covered a 


sion. 

Sophomore Elanna Lalezari said she 
has not experienced this sort of difficulty 
this year. For courses that met three times 
a week, her teachers would often arrive 
early to set up the technology for class if 
they needed to. 

“Most classes don’t need to use 
technology and for those that do, teach- 
ers should be well enough trained [in the 
technology] that it shouldn’t be an issue,” 
she said. “I feel that adding five minutes 
is unneeded.” 

The 5-minute addition will not only 
affect the amount of time students will be 
in class, but also the composition of the 
master block schedule. This year courses 
begin at 8:10 a.m. Next year they will start 
at 8 a.m. and the last class will end at 4:50 
p.m. rather than 4:30 p.m. 

Lamos said he can see a potential 
issue in this for student-athletes. If they 
take a course that ends at 4:50 p.m., that 
difference of 20 minutes could determine 
whether they can make a bus or be on 
time for practice. Registrar John Sheehey 
said that he does not believe this will be a 


plan to set up a greenhouse golf course. 

“One of the main goals of the event 
is to foster peers’ support for scholarly 
activities,’ Kirshenbaum said. “We also 
wanted a day, other than graduation, to 
celebrate the academic accomplishments 
of our students.” 

Junior Eric McGuirk worked on the 
project “Taxing the Rich”. After his busi- 
ness and public policy professor Robert 
Letovsky had stopped by to check on 
the McGuirk team’s poster, the student 
breathed a sigh of relief. 

“Tt’s just really nice to be done,” Mc- 
Guirk said. “It’s cool to see everyone’s 





problem because athletes already seem to 
be avoiding these later class times. 

“The shift in class schedule does 
affect team practices somewhat,” said 
Senior Associate Athletic Director Zafir 
Bludevich. “[This] is especially true for 
outdoor practices in the fall.” Bludevich 
said most teams try to start practice at 4 
p.m. and that it would be ideal if classes 
finished then. 

Bludevich added, however, that the 
new school schedule won’t be a big deal. 
“We'll survive,” he said. “Teams work 
around it.” 

Talentino acknowledged that the ad- 
ministration made “a mistake” in short- 
ening class time for some courses by 15 
minutes a week. 

Lamos recognized that everyone is 
still learning the 4-4 system. “We can- 
not foresee every scenario that may come 
about,” he said. “Hopefully everyone is 
flexible as we move through the transi- 
tion.” 


College Celebrates Student Achievement at Symposium 


final projects and to see all the hard work 
that went into everyone’s projects.” 

Landers was equally as pleased with 
the day’s presentations. He could be seen 
walking around the gym taking pictures 
of students and their families. Landers’ 
smile could be seen from even the nose- 
bleed section of the gym. 

“This really is just the culmination 
of a lot of hard work, not just for depart- 
ment, but for the whole school,” Landers 
said. “It is just really great to see where 
these students have come since freshman 
year.” 


Photo by Dan Evarts 
Junior Joe Gehrig presents his business project on “Taxing the Rich’ at the research sympo- 
sium in Ross Sports Center on April 20. 
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By Liz Kendall and 
Dan Evarts 


Senator Pushes to Make College Affordable 


Sen. Bernie Sanders, Vermont’s independent 
socialist is working to promote more affordable col- 
lege education. Earlier this month, Sanders received 
the Claiborne Pell Award for his commitment to high- 
er education. Sanders said that the challenge facing 
policymakers is how they are going to make college 
more affordable for the working class. Noting that. 
college is increasingly unaffordable, causing students 
to opt out of higher education because of fears of debt, 
Sanders has sponsored legislation to help students 
afford college, but says there is still work to be done. 
With the average 2010 college graduate still owing 
$25,250, “we need to understand that a college degree 
is what a high school degree was 50 years ago,” Sand- 
ers said. 

UVM Cynic 
Three to Quit Secret Service as Inquiries 
Widen Scope 


The Secret Service announced on Friday that 
three employees under investigation in connection 
to the misconduct with a prostitute in Columbia last 
week have decided to resign. This decision brings the 
number to six people who have left the Secret Ser- 
vice because of the investigation. The investigation 
has brought out two major events this week. The first 
being the resignation of employees, and the second 
being more information from a friend of the woman in 
question. She recalls that the Secret Service agent was 
drinking heavily, and did agree to pay $300 for sex. 
The agent then only paid $30 which led to a group of 
Secret Service agents to be sent home before the presi- 
dent’s arrival in Columbia. . 

- The New York Times 


Verizon Offers 911 Texting on Trial Basis 


Verizon Wireless will be offering a 6-month 
trial of 911 texting to Vermont customers. The pro- 
gram will run until Oct. 15, with messagés sént to the 
Williston Public SafetyAnswering. | Point, This will be 
thé first-test of “text-to-911” fechiiélogy i in Vermont, 
provided at no cost to customers or the state. 


Burlington Free Press 








NEWS 


Photo courtesy of CNN 
Tom Freston, ‘67 was a part of the founding members 
of MTV in 1981 


SPEAKER 


Continued from page 2 


“I was very impressed,” he said. “What really 
jumped off the page to me was the amount of so- 
cial commitment and how integral a part that is to 
people’s college life [at St. Michael’s].” 

Flynn, the senior class president, believes that 
choosing Freston had a lot to do with how much 
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he has now been giving back through charity work 
and the ONE Campaign. 

“I think people focus a lot on him being the 
co-founder of MTV, but all of his work that he does 
with service and people in poverty is a real core 
value that we have at St. Mike’s and I think he’d be 
great to connect that with the seniors,” Flynn said. 

As the commencement ceremony approachés, 
the reality of leaving the St. Michael’s community 
has set in and has created a buzz among the major- 
ity of the graduating class. 

“Tt’s scary,” said senior Ashley Langlands. “It’s 
upsetting but exciting at the same time. It’s been 
home for the past four years. It’s definitely bitter- 
sweet, but more bitter.” 

In comparison to larger colleges, Langlands 
feels that the St. Michael’s senior class is especially 
close. 

“It’s definitely a first-hand experience,” Lang- 
lands said. “[Freston] was here and he went through 
it so he knows what it was like to be here. I think it 
was a good choice. He’s been a successful business- 
man and he’s probably one of our most well-known 
alum so I’m sure that with his success he has a lot 
to tell us and share with us.” 

Although Freston is still finalizing his speech 
and wouldn’t reveal many details, he will send the 
seniors off with a few tips and some things to keep 
in mind after walking out the door with a diploma. 

While he is looking forward to seeing all of the 
changes at the school, thinking about returning to 
Burlington also reminds Tom of the frigid winters. 

“T can only say that I’m really glad commence- 
ments happen in May in Vermont,” laughed Fres- 
ton. 


ems.com 
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By Alan Cunningham 
Staff Writer 


The conversation about lack of male 
involvement on campus was restarted re- 
cently due to a student having to pass up 
his position as resident assistant for next 
year in order to serve as the Student As- 
sociation president during the same aca- 
demic year. 

Michael Fay, a rising senior who 
has just been elected as the Student As- 
sociation president, has had several dis- 
cussions with the Student Life office in 
hopes of proving he is capable of holding 
both positions simultaneously and still 
delivering the same leadership and com- 
mitment to each. 

Fay can be seen as one male on cam- 
pus who has been restricted from partici- 
pating in as many campus activities as he 
desires. However, Dean of Students Mi- 





Monday, April 2 


12:59 a.m. Vandalism: college property, Jean Marie 


Hall 

11:08 a.m. Trespass, 300s townhouses 
1:34 p.m. Larceny/ theft, 300s townhouses 
4:05 p.m. Larceny/theft, 300s townhouses 


Tuesday, April 3 


10:16 a.m. Larceny/theft, 300s townhouses 
7:56 p.m. Larceny/theft, 300s townhouses 


Wednesday, April 4 


12:16 a.m. Fire alarm, Linnehan Hall 
12:18 a.m. Fire alarm, Linnehan Hall 
1:41 a.m. Trespass, Ryan Hall 

10:02 a.m. Fire alarm, Tarrant Center 


Friday, April 6 


11:53 p.m. Vandalism, Ross Sports Center 


Saturday, April 7 


11:00 p.m. Fire: furniture, 200s townhouses 


Tuesday, April 10 
5:26 p.m. Larceny/theft, Tarrant Center 
9:43 p.m. Medical assist, Alumni Hall 
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NEWS 
SA President-elect Must Forfeit RA Position 


Senior Michael Fay told he cannot fill both positions, must give opportunity to other students 





6 There’s nothing in the 
SA constitution that 
says that the SA presi- 
dent can’t be an R.A. 


y, 


Michael Fay, ’12 





chael Samara explained that it is impor- 
tant to provide leadership opportunities 
to a variety of students. 

“To safeguard the integrity of each 
position, along with a desire to protect 
any single student’s continued dedication 
to their academic commitments, we creat- 


Friday, April 13 


12:04 a.m. Drug violation, Lyons Hall 

1:16 a.m. Welfare check, 200s townhouses 
1:44 a.m. Noise complaint, 300s townhouses 
12:03 p.m. Agency assist, Jean Marie Hall 
3:31 p.m. Fire alarm, Pontigny Hall 


SECURITY 


Excerpts from April 2 - April 23 reports provided by St. Michael’s College Department of Public Safety 


ed what we thought was a common-sense 
standard,” Samara wrote in an e-mail. 

“There is no written policy, simply a 
desire to spread opportunities among stu- 
dents, and be sensitive about time man- 
agement issues,” he added. 

Over the course of 35 years at St. Mi- 
chael’s, Samara has confronted this situ- 
ation a few times. In each case, he added, 
the incoming Student Association presi- 
dent elect has had to choose one position 
or the other. 

“We know how big a job it is to be SA 
President,’ Samara said. “We know how 
much we depend on the RA staff. To do 
either one of them very well, and main- 
tain attentiveness to your academic life, 
is a big deal.” 

Fay has displayed effective leader- 
ship in positions such as president of his 
freshman class and as the secretary of 
student life on the Student Association. 
He has also served on the school’s judicial 


LO 





2:42 a.m. fire alarm, Joyce Hall 


Monday, April 16 
2:00 p.m. Larceny/theft, Alliot Hall 
3:24 p.m. Fire Alarm, Joyce Hall 


Tuesday, April 17 


2:08 a.m. Vandalism, Sutton Fire Rescue Station 
9:24 a.m. Vandalism, 400s townhouses 

10:41 a.m. Tresspass, Joyce Hall 

6:04 p.m. Medical Assist, Jean Marie Hall 


Thursday, April 12 


12:46 p.m. Medical assist, Cheray Science Hall 
4:09 p.m. Larceny/theft, 300 townhouses 


4:22 p.m. Larceny/theft, Cashman Hall 


Saturday, April 14 


PE 


G 








review board and been a member of Mike 
Check. 

Fay said he was initially hoping to 
challenge the decision and make some 
changes to the way things have been done 
in the past. 

“There’s nothing in the SA constitu- 
tion that says that the SA president can’t 
be an RA,” he noted. “There is no men- 
tion in the student handbook that an RA 
can’t be Student Association president.” 

Although Fay has scheduled his 
classes and delegated some current re- 
sponsibilities to other students in order 
to prepare for holding these two positions 
next year, he has accepted the reality that 
he will not be allowed to do both jobs. 
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Friday, April 20 


1:37 a.m. Disturbance, Ryan Hall 


1:54 a.m. Drug violation, Ryan Hall 


2:29 a.m. Vandalism, SMC 


3:48 a.m. Drunkeness, Lyons Hall 
8:09 a.m. Vandalism, Ryan Hall 
56 p.m. Fire alarm, Purtill Hail 


Sunday, April 15 
2-07 a.m. Larceny/theft, 100s townhouses 
2:28 a.m. Disorderly conduct: physical confrontation, 


300s Townhouses 


2:40 a.m. Fight, 300s townhouses 


4:36 p.m. Agency assist, Canterbury Hall 


Saturday, April 21 


12:05 a.m. Drug violation, Ryan Hall 
2:11 a.m. Drug violation, Lyons Hall 
11:28 p.m. Fire alarm, Cashman Hal 















THE DEFENDER * Tuesday, April 24, 2012 * Vol. 31, Issue No. 5 


____ EDIRCRSPACE ae 
A letter regarding the pond hockey tournament: An Ode to Hamel Hall | 


Dear Defender: 


I had a chance to read your article on the Lake Champlain pond hockey 
Tournament organized by former coach and assistant dean Lou DiMasi's son, 
Lou Jr. and the St. Michael's "team" that competed for the Pond Hockey tro- 
phy. Your piece was well written and fun to read, but there was another St. 
Michael's team and a few SMC connections that deserved some ink in your 
column. I don't know how you missed the Swillers with our bright purple 
jerseys. We were team of six Michaelmen from the classes of '79, '80 and '81 
in the 50-and-over division. We faced off against the Hockey Hounds out of 
Boston led by Eric O'Hanian of SMC's class of 1978. That game on Saturday 
was some of the best hockey on the worst ice imaginable. There were a few 
other SMC alumni on the ice, most notable being Darren Beers from the 
championship SMC hockey team from the mid-’80s. 

As you reported, the atmosphere and the competition were light hearted 
and fun. Weather cooperated, the crowds cheered and the traditional refresh- 
ments flowed in the tents at the shallow end of Mallett's Bay. We are already 
planning to enter next year because the tourney is so much fun and the ice 
just has to be better. Maybe other students and alumni can be encouraged 
to join in. All in all, the best part of the pond hockey tournament for us was 
rekindling bonds of friendships that go back 30 and more years among these 
SMC alums. Oh yes, and spending a little time with friends and families who 
now have strong ties to St. Mike’s. 

Keep up the good work and keep an eye out for bright purple jerseys on 
the lake next time. 


Sincerely, 


Jim Hughes, ’79 


A letter ofappreciation to the St. Michael’s community: 
Dear Defender: 


This past February, I sent an email to SMC undergrads requesting help 
in finding weekend “home hospitality”’ lodging for myself and my family in 
Saratoga, N.Y., where we attend an annual dance festival. I was sure that at 
least one student would have relatives or friends who could help us. Direct- 
ing an email to the student body made me feel nervous and exposed, but my 
confidence in the community and my need to avoid costly hotel lodging al- 
lowed me to hit “’send.”’ 

Two students responded promptly, and within about three days my hus- 
band, daughter, and I had an invitation from one of my former student’s 
parents. They welcomed us to stay in their home while they were out of town 
for the weekend, and we accepted their offer eagerly and with relief. Their 
generosity, hospitality and trust helped and moved us. We never met my 
student’s parents in person, but we found it comforting to be in a home that 
had SMC paraphernalia on the fridge, and sweet for my daughter to sleep in 
my former student’s bed. It sort of felt like we were staying with extended 
family, probably because we were. 

This note is to acknowledge and reaffirm what I have felt and experi- 
enced here for almost 16 years: that I am glad and fortunate to be a part of 
a tight-knit community that responds to internal and external requests for 
help. For many people, SMC is, or plays the role.of, an extended family. The 
connections between faculty and students at St. Mike’s move beyond the 
classroom and touch people’s lives in ways that are at times great, at times 
small, but always significant. For me, it is both an honor and a responsibil- 
ity to continue to participate in the give-and-take of this special community. 


Sincerely, 


Sherry Pachman, Deptartment of modern languages and literature 
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EXECUTIVE 
EDITOR 


Last week, a few 
friends and I made the 
arduous trek from main 
campus to our former 
home on north campus. 
Our mission was simple: 
to hang out in Hamel Hall. 

Catherine, Bridget 
and I approached the old 
brick building that housed 
us for two years, worried 
that we would be locked 
out and forced to resort to extreme methods of 
entry. I walked anxiously up the front steps and 





Kendra Gravelle 


reached out toward the green door — the same 


green door I use to have to kick with all my 
strength to get to in — with my fingers crossed. 

It was a miracle! As if the building had 
been anticipating our arrival, the door opened, 
begging its old pals to come inside. We sat on 
the stiff, unattractive couches, smiling, trying 
to remember some of the funny experiences 
we had had there. All of the memories were 
blurred together in one giant, hilarious cloud 
of laughing, craft hours, drinking and hooking 
up. We began to pull the pieces out one-by-one. 

I recalled a strange habit I developed my 
sophomore year. For whatever reason, I always 
took naps in Catherine’s bed when she wasn’t 
there. My room was literally within feet, and 
my bed was much more comfortable than 
Catherine’s (no offense to Catherine), but there 
was just something about catching z’s in her 
bed that I loved. Lying there, I would feel like 
I was in a wondrous playhouse, surrounded by 
chili pepper lights, giant Harry Potter cut-outs 
and a dragon from Chinatown. Above me, a 
friendship mobile dangled, lulling me to sleep. 

We always had fun decorating our rooms. 
For instance, we once made a noble and suc- 
cessful attempt at hanging a disco ball. We 
stacked books on top of a chair that stood on 
a desk just to be able to reach the ridiculous- 
ly high ceiling. The risk of breaking a leg in 





the process of hanging it was well worth the 
groovy pay-off. . 

Another time, Catherine and I cam 
across a pair of mannequin legs on the side of 
the road and naturally thought that they would 
look great in her window. The legs were pretty 
creepy, and were subsequantly moved to the 
end of the hall where they stayed until some- 
one else decided they wanted them. I wonder 
where those long, plastic gams are now. 

During my time in Hamel, craft hour was a 
weekly event. Some friends and I would come 
together to regress to our childhood behav- 
iors (although as children our juice was rarely, 
if ever, spiked) and we would create projects 
out of construction paper, glitter, sequins and 
any other craft supplies we were bound to find 
hiding in Catherine and Bridget’s room. The 
aforementioned friendship mobile was the 
product of our first-ever craft hour, and includ- 
ed a drawing of the friends involved in its cre- 
ation, my signature and a pink elephant with 
blood-shot eyes smoking a joint. 

Hanging out on the balcony, playing music 
and gazing out over all of North campus was 
my favorite Hamel pastime. Because there was 
no easy access to the balcony — since technical- 
ly I don’t think we were supposed to be using 
it — we were left to climb through windows. 
Sipping 40s on the balcony was always our go- 
to cure for boredom. Actually, I hate beer, but 
“40s on the balcony” became our term for just 
about any activity that involved the use of the 
balcony. 

Despite its filthy kitchen, out-of-date- 


bathroom (which, by the way, has been updat- . 


ed since I lived there), frequent lack of hot wa- 
ter and paper-thin, definitely-not-sound-proof 
walls, I can honestly say that the times I had 
in Hamel were some of the greatest. Except for 
that one time two years ago, but we don’t talk 
about that. 


S nwt , . 
Photo by Kendra Gravelle 
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EDITORIAL 
Take Advantage of Your Time at St. Michael's 


Here we are at the end of the semester. I’m sure it’s been a long year 
for all, full of exams, projects and late-night study sessions. With break 
just around the corner for most—and graduation coming up for seniors— 
it is essential that we make the most of the time that is left. 

Enjoy P-Day. It comes just before the stress of finals week, and it’s 
your time to let loose and have fun with your friends. Indulge in the end- 
less amounts of food that will be served in the food tent. Get wild and 
crazy in the bubble pit. Break out the tie-dye, sequins and glitter glue and 
decorate P-Day shirts with your pals. Hopefully, the sun will be shining, 
but even if it isn’t, don’t let the weather get you down. Ward’s music picks 
will get you through the day. 

However, don’t get too wrapped up in having all-fun all-the-time. 
You do need to do well in your classes, so take advantage of the study 
days before finals. Soon, you will have plenty of time off from studying, 
but for now it’s time to take a deep breath and tackle that course load. 

For all you seniors, take a look at Stone’s list of things to do before 
graduating. Even if you aren’t in your final weeks at St. Michael’s, it cer- | 





tainly isn’t too soon to begin checking things off. Our time at St. Mi- 





chael’s is limited, and you don’t want to be disappointed by the things that 
you didn’t do during your years here. Go ahead and live on arth campus 
or buy yourself a grill, College is the perfect time to take advantage of the | 
opportunity to leave the country. Study abroad in Spain like Sunny Masi- 


son did, or go on a service trip to India. Even if you’re about to graduate, 
Canada is only a short distance from your townhouse. 

Finally, we, as a staff, would like to thank all of you for reading The 

Th Def i‘ Defender. With so few staff members this semester, there was a lot of 

e en . hard work put into producing what you are reading. Without readers there 

would be no need to put out a paper. So, after you’ve finished looking | 


St. Michae!"s College © : — through this issue, go out and enjoy the rest of your year, because you’ve 
worked hard and you deserve it. 














pees -Kendra Gravelle, editor | 
The Defender Staff 
Letters to the Editor Ee EE OS: 
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Funny Girl Taking Her Act to London 


By Bethany Prendergast 
Managing Editor 


A St. Michael’s student would have to 
be living under a rock not to know who Kit 
Rivers is, But for those who haven’t seen 
daylight in a while, Rivers is a sophomore 
theater major who has appeared in vari- 
ous main stage productions, does stand 
up comedy two nights a week, and in her 
spare time creates YouTube videos about 
life at on campus. Oh, and she’s the first 
fourth-generation student to attend St. Mi- 
chael’s. Her great grandfather was a mem- 
ber of the college’s first graduating class. 

Rivers is from small-town southern 
Indiana, and while she’s spent summers 
in Burlington all her life, she hadn’t set 
food on the St. Michael’s campus until the 
day she moved in. 

“T have this really bad habit of taking 
blatant 1200-mile leaps of faith,” she said. 
“Tt’s worked out for me until now.” 

In accordance with that “bad habit,” 
Rivers will be setting off to Queen Mary 
University in London this fall, where she 
will continue her studies in theater for the 
entire academic year. Before that, though, 
Rivers will be taking one last leap of faith 
at St. Michael’s by serving as the headlin- 
ing comedian at this year’s P-Day show. 

“When they told me ‘we’re going to 
make the P-Day comic you now,’ I was 
like, ‘that’s great.’ And then I went and 
threw up,” she joked. “Before it was like, 
‘that was cute, she opened for them.’ Now 
it’s like, ‘she’s got to be the funny one.” 

Jill Monahan, secretary of program- 
ming, explained that more money than 
usual was spent on last semester’s head- 
lining comic, David Koechner, though 
she is contractually prohibited from say- 
ing how much. While Rivers will be paid, 
the budget could have afforded someone 
better-known. 

“We just had such a positive reaction 
to her and I think people really love how 
they can connect to her through her jokes 
about St. Mike’s,” Monahan said. “She was 
a crowd favorite this fall so we really want- 
ed to give her that exposure and experience 
in doing a longer set. She’s hilarious.” 

Shockingly, Rivers has been doing 
stand-up comedy for only one year. The P- 
Day show will fall “very serendipitously”, 
as she put it, on the one-year anniversary 
of her first performance at the MLK Tal- 
ent Show. And although she said she is 
excited, Rivers is admittedly “shitting my 
pants” with anxiety about the upcoming 
show. Her set will run 45 minutes as op- 
posed to the 20-minute sets she has done 
in the past. 
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While Rivers has only been at it a 
year, her schedule is packed with open 
mic nights and charity performances 
across the state of Vermont. What little 
free time she does have is taken up by 
generating with new material. 

“Today is a writing day,” Rivers ex- 
plained. “I schedule it out like homework.” 

She carries an idea notebook with her 
wherever she goes. 

“It says the weirdest stuff. Agatha 
Christie, bank relationships,” she laughed. 
“J just go back and think about which ones 
I could make something of.” 

And while her jokes score laughs at 
St. Michael’s, not all of her audiences can 
relate. 

“A joke that I know will kill here I 
know won’t kill with a Burlington au- 
dience,” she said. “It just has to do with 
relatability—I do a show at St. Mike’s and 
there’s nothing that I can say that won’t be 
relatable because I’m their age and I go to 
college. St. Mike’s is almost less intimi- 
dating for me to do because it’s like home- 
town hero. I’m batting for their team.” 

Rivers recalled one joke that gar- 
nered howls during her performance at 
last semester’s show. It refers to an expe- 
rience she had with a “gentleman caller” 
who so romantically insisted to Rivers, 
“spread your shit.” 

“T remember we went out that night 
[after the show] and people were chanting 
[spread your shit] at me, but if you go on 
the club scene it’s hit or miss,” she said. 
“Tf you get the older Burlington 7 o’clock 
crowd, they’re just like, ‘this is really ag- 
gressive.” 

Rivers fondly remembers one show 
in the town hall of Brandon, Vt., which 
was organized to raise money for Hurri- 
cane Irene relief. 

“No exaggeration, the average age 
was 65. People were wheeling in their oxy- 
gen tanks and walkers,” she remembered. 
“Ten minutes of my set are about euthaniz- 
ing the elderly, and how I should put my 
dad down because it’s just not worth pay- 
ing for his arthritis medication anymore. I 
tell ‘spread your shit.’ This audience is just 
the most white-haired audience I’ve ever 
met in my life. I thought they were going 
to be screaming burn the witch by the time 
I was done. They were like ‘bring her out- 
side,’ ‘get your pitchforks!’ 

“T’ve done countless shows with just 
crickets, you know, nothing. It’s so hard 
to gauge an audience. I’ve had audiences 
that really didn’t like me, that thought I 
was some kind of college whore. You have 
to know that those are limited experiences 
and lucky for me I’ve had far more suc- 
cessful shows than aggressive, angry, 





cricket shows,” she said. 

Perhaps what makes Rivers so funny 
is her willingness to laugh about things 
that most college students would be too 
afraid to bring up. 

“The anatomy of a laugh is that you 
give a premise, and you make the audience 
think you’re going this way, and then you 


_ take them that way,” Rivers explained. 


“Tt’s not about choosing something risky, 
but no one wants me to get up there and 
talk about my husband and my kids. 

“You can’t talk about things you don’t 
know, and once you decide not to lie you 
can’t sugarcoat the truth. And the truth is 
that in college, sex does happen and we do 
feel insecure.” 

Her ultimate goal in comedy is to 
make it matter, and to say things that get 
her audience thinking. 

“Entertainment is the best way to 
educate people,” she said. 

The same honesty that Rivers ex- 
presses during her shows led her to ad- 
mit she is nervous about her upcoming 
journey outside the St. Michael’s comfort 
zone. Her plan to study in London came 
about before comedy became her focus, 
and now the thought of going abroad is 
“really scary” especially because the type 
of theater Rivers will be studying varies 
greatly from the course work at St. Mi- 
chael’s — so much so that she was able 
to comvince Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Karen Talentino that she is wor- 


Photo Courtesy of Kit Rivers 
Kit Rivers performs at Levity Comedy Club in downtown Burlington. 


thy of the Politi Award. The scholarship 
ensures that her financial aid will carry 
over to second semester, and grants her an 
additional $5000. The Politi, however, has 
always been awarded to a student who is 
learning or studying a new language. 

“She just made a very strong argu- 
ment that because of the way that their 
courses are set up and the variety of the 
different kinds of theatrical work she’ll 
be doing that it’s essentially almost like 
learning a new language and living in a 
different culture,” Talentino said. 

“[Study-abroad director Peggy Imai] 
was like, ‘why don’t you apply for the 
Politi?’ And I was like, ‘For what? Cock- 
ney English?” Rivers joked. “I’m just 
waiting for someone to be like, ‘What the 
hell. I took nine years of Spanish, what are 
you talking about?” 

Rivers hopes to make a career out 
of stand-up comedy. And while abroad, 
she plans to continue with stand-up while 
studying and performing in theater pro- 
ductions. 

“They’re pretty filthy there. They 
might actually like me more than they like 
me here,” Rivers said. “To me, as long as 
people are laughing, that’s all that matters.” 


The P-Day Comedy Show begins at 
9:30 April 28 in the Tarrant Recreation 
Center. 

Visit kitrivers.com to find videos and 
performance dates. 








By Kierstyn Callahan 
Staff Writer 


Standing in the middle of an area 
surrounded by trucks spewing exhaust, 
cars honking and hundreds of Kolkatans 
speaking Bengali, you begin your day lost 
in a world like no other. Flowers, fruits 
and trinkets are sold on every inch of the 
street. You feel the 100-degree heat take 
over your body. Trickling beads of sweat 
cover your face and neck as you try to 
turn your map in the correct position. 

For 11 students and 2 staff at St. Mi- 
chael’s College, that will be the world they 
walk into every morning from May 18 to 
June 8. Meghan Kerrigan, an alumna, 
went to Kolkata in May 2010 and will re- 

_ turn with this year’s MOVE service trip as 
the alumni assistant. Kerrigan said, “Kol- 
kata is a place where hard work, aliveness 
of spirit, openness, and beauty permeate 
all who encounter it and are.a part of it.” 

Beginning with an 18-hour flight, 
Kerrigan, 10 students and 2 staff leaders 
will spend three week in India’s eastern 
metropolis. The average temperature is 
expected to hover around 110 degrees, 
with close to 100 percent humidity. But 
physical discomfort is only one aspect of 
the service trip. 

The group will focus on encouraging 
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dignity among those whose circumstanc- 
es cause tremendous suffering. They will 
volunteer at Mother Teresa’s Missionaries 
of Charity where they’ll work with indi- 
viduals marginalized by society, includ- 
ing homeless men and women who come 
to one of Mother Teresa’s homes to die 
in dignity, cared for by nurses, nuns and 
volunteers who bathe them, massage their 
limbs and sit with them. They will also 
work at New Hope New Life, a school and 
home for children who would otherwise 
be living on the streets and in the red light 
district. 

“Since freshman year I have dreamt 
about going,” said junior Ashley Lincoln. 
“T think the trip is going to be the most 
powerful experience ever. We focus a lot 
on giving back.” 

Past volunteers say that what stays 
with them is the intensity of deep poverty, 
attempting to process the suffering of the 
people of Kolkata, but also the warmth 
and generosity of the Kolkatan people. 
This is the 10th year that MOVE has ven- 
tured to Kolkata. 

Kolkata is a city of over 4 million with 
50 percent of the population living below 
the poverty line. 

Through intense fundraising and 
hard work, students on the St. Michael’s 
MOVE trips have supported New Hope 


New Life, run by Brother Xavier. He 
began with a few boys and now feeds, 
clothes and educates about 150 boys and 
100 girls. The cleric’s organization also 
recently built a home for a dozen girls 
rescued from the red light district where 
some 11,000 prostitutes, many under age 
16, work to survive. “Our funding pro- 
vides him the ability to have basketball 
courts built, a cafeteria, and multiple 
home structures,” Kerrigan said. 
“Brother Xavier’s work is committed 
to providing children with a future,” said 
Allison Cleary, International MOVE co- 
ordinator and professor of media studies, 

























Boys living at Brother Xavier’s home New Hope New Life in Kolkata, India smile for the camera. 


journalism and digital arts at St. Michael’s. 
“Xavier offers them the support, educa- 
tion and opportunity to reach outside of 
the world of survival on the streets.” 

The financial goal of the group is to 
contribute $10,000 to the organizations 
they serve. Students have so far raised 
$6300 through bake sales, dances, cloth- 
ing drives, international markets and, this 
past Sunday, a 5-kilometer run on cam- 
pus. Funds from that event will add to the 
total. 


See KOLKATA on page 20 





Photos courtesy of Meghan Kerrigan 
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LT. by Day, 
DJby Night 


By Alexander Spinelli 
Staff Writer 


Sitting in a quiet room with faint 
sounds of music leaking from his head- 
phones, Jerome Allen checks the clock 
and sees it’s 8 a.m. — time for work. 

Allen makes his way following a 
sleepless night to the St. Michael’s infor- 
mation technology department. Parking 
his Nissan sedan, he arrives at the help 
desk, where he will spend a portion of his 
shift. Allen also works as a lab manager 
for the media studies department. 

Allen, who also works part-time as a 
DJ, is the multimedia lab manager at St. 
Michael’s. He is available to help students 
complete tasks ranging from writing pa- 
pers to creating websites. 

“IT think people underestimate how 
busy the LT. life gets,’ said Amdework 
Assefa, coworker in LT. and a friend of 
Allen’s since high school. Assefa works 
as the Mac lab specialist and has office 
space near Allen’s. 

Blending his philosophy degree from 
St. Michael’s with his work as both an LT. 
manager and a DJ is no difficult task, Al- 
len said. Assisting students with techni- 
cal skills, Allen also tries to help them 
emotionally or provide support for long 
hours of class work. 

“The students, they receive not just 
how to create a website,’ Assefa said. 
“He’s teaching them things that are also 
different and universal, that they can re- 
late to in life.” 

Sometimes working until 10 p.m., 
Allen will often go home, eat, take a nap, 
and then either work on his DJ company 
website, Universal Music Group, or mix 
some tunes on his Technics turntables and 
Pioneer mixer. Sometimes Allen forgets 
to sleep and works through the night un- 
til the morning when he has to be at St. 
Michael’s. 

“When there’s something that you’re 
absolutely motivated to do, you'll pri- 
oritize and you’ll find some way to make 
time for it, even if that means being so 
motivated that you forget to sleep,” Allen 
said. 

To Matthew Fitzgerald, who’s a co- 
worker of Allen’s as well as a DJ and stu- 
dent, said DJing is a creative form of ex- 
pression and a relief from daily tasks such 
as work and school. 

Many DJs “do it because it’s thera- 
peutic,” Fitzgerald said. 


When Jerome Allen isn’t working for the I.T. department, he practices DJing. 











When there’s some- 
thing you’re absolutely 
motivated to do, you'll 
prioritize and you'll find 
a way to make time for 
it, even if that means 
being so motivated that 
you forget to sleep. 


Jerome Allen 





Starting at age 12 in Boston, Allen 
learned to DJ from his brothers and began 
performing in clubs at age 14. 

“That’s how I knew Jerome, as the 
guy at Charleston who DJd for the bas- 
ketball teams,” Assefa said, 

For Allen, part of the reward for 
DJing is the interaction with the crowd in 
a club, fusing energy and desires of the 
dancers with the creativity of the DJ in 
what he calls a “conversation.” 

Allen recalled a night in his senior 
year of high school, when he DJ’d the 
prom at an all-girls school. 

“I played a song called ‘Trade It 


All,” he said. “As the song was in its in- 
tro phase, this girl runs up to me with her 
boyfriend, dragging him, literally drag- 
ging him and says, ‘thank you.” 

Allen described the DJ’s “sixth 
sense” as the ability to read a crowd and 
adapt to a mutual agreement between the 
DJ and the party. This has also come into 
play in his job. 

“With the technology, it’s important 
to know how to work with people,” Allen 
said. 

Much like the crowd on the dance 





Photos by Alexander Spinelli 





floor, Allen has learned that the best time 
for a student to receive information is 
when he or she is relaxed. 

Assefa believes that Allen’s work and 
love of DJing blend perfectly. 

“We always have that practical side 
of us and then that creative side of us. He 
has had a great ability to balance the two.” 
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Guest CoLuMNIST 6 are about to 
graduate into 
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real world, the 
semi-charmed 
nine-to-five 
daily grind 
known more 
commonly 
Thao Uong as _ corporate 
America. We 

may not like 

to admit it, but most of us, at one point 
or another, will be stuck behind a desk, 
pushing papers and reading memos from 
the guy in the corner office. Unless you’re 
one of the audacious few who will pack- 
up and ship-off to Paris, au pair by day, 
café waitress by night, working two jobs 
to afford that apartment in le Quartier 
Latin. Or, by some stroke of luck, you 
come into a massive fortune and move to 
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DRESS TO IMPRESS FOR THE RIGHT OCCASSION 


the Maldives, becoming a permanent ten- 
ant of that underwater hotel. 


Most likely, we will be working for 
the man, and one day, we might even be 
the man. Whatever path fate bestows 
upon you, along the way remember that 
appearances do matter, especially in high- 
pressure situations when you don’t get a 
second chance to make a first impression. 


Dress Confidently 

No matter what kind of environment 
you work in, how well you assimilate to 
the office culture will undoubtedly de- 
pend on the manner in which you present 
yourself. I’m a firm believer that when 
you feel good, you look good. So when 
you’re contemplating what to wear on that 
first day of work, pay attention to your 
sartorial choices, ensuring that your em- 
ployer sees from the outset the sangfroid 
and poise you naturally possess. Keep it 








grunge right now. I flip-flop, though. le can be grungy one 
d then earthy the next. I’m from Vermont, and I love how people in Burling- 
are so mixed with what they wear. I like to go for ease. I don’t like to put intense 






would you Consider a itil a 
“Rihanna. If Rihanna can go blonde, Ican 1 20 10 blonde. had Agyness bon She’s 


| such a fun child. And her kooky outfits. I like the freedom of not structuring. I go back 


jt0 what my. mom wore in the as a tte bit a and a little bit rocker.” 





Where di you on 
“Salvo and Goodwill. Thrift stores are uy the best noe. I get a lot of shirts 


Soeh my uncles. I like to Shanes: other people’ s things. But I have some solid invest-_ 


| ment pieces, too.” 
| “Ido love H&M. It fad the Glass pieces, ‘and its not that expensive. You can funk 
Hy j things up, too. I like how it’s so convertible.” 
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wear as outerwear.” 
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clean, classic and conservative. 


Interview Attire 

As arule of thumb, always dress one 
step above the perceived dress code when 
attending an interview. Even though you 
may be familiar with the company culture, 
you want to communicate a high level of 
professionalism to your interviewer. By 
dressing as if you already belong there, 
you might seem a bit presumptuous. For 
men, this means adding a suit jacket, tie, 
or button-down where applicable after as- 
sessing the company’s style conventions. 
You don’t want to show up to a pool party 
in the wrong type of suit. 


Business Casual 

NO DENIM. This is the most com- 
mon mistake young professionals make 
when Casual Friday is announced. Un- 
less otherwise specified, typically offices 
do not welcome jeans. After all, business 
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casual is still business. Ladies, save the 
TLC (tight & low cut) for after hours. And 
gents, slacks are a type of formal pants, 
not an excuse to look scruffy. 


Casual 

In some instances, casual can be the 
new classy. Exhibit A: Steve Jobs’ signa- 
ture St. Croix Collection black turtleneck 
and all-American Levi’s blue jeans. It is 
that same monochromatic simplicity and 
refinement that has become synonymous 
with the Apple brand. And for those fa- 
miliar with the fashion forefront in Sili- 
con Valley (it does exist), you may have 
noticed the oxymoronic sense of “dress 
code” there. The nonchalant uniform con- 
sists of a hoodie paired with flip-flops, 
though there is a blossoming trend for 
funky patterned socks that seems to be 
gripping the geek-chic in-crowd. (Check 
out Happy Socks, a preferred brand by 
many techies.) 









By Liz Kendall 
News Editor 


Colorful and boisterous angry birds 
collaborated with a human robot to make 
the theater department’s performance of 
“APPetite” a revelation to some students 
in attendance. The comedy critiqued an 
addiction to, or unhealthy obsession with, 
technology. 

The theater department’s original 
spring play was written by the 18 -mem- 
ber cast. Making the production even 
more unique, reservations were required 
for all eight performances, as audience 
members sat in one of 88 seats assembled 
right on the stage. 

Seniors Liz Levinson and Amanda 
Mulligan, two of the main writers of 
“APPetite”, made the show the focus of 
their senior seminar. The actresses be- 
gan working on the project last May 
along with sophomore theater major and 
assistant director Kit Rivers and theater 
professor Cathy Hurst who-served as di- 
rector. Levinson and Mulligan portray 
sisters in “APPetite’” who unknowingly 
struggle with technology addictions. 

Rivers said it was Hurst who con- 
ceived the idea for the play. it was 

“The title was the first thing she 
knew before she knew anything else,” 
Rivers said. 

Mulligan noted that “there were, like, 
20 ideas rolling around. I was constant- 
ly doubting it all the time, but this was 
a year-long thing that turned out really 
well.” 

“Cathy [Hurst] told us that the most 
important thing in devising is saying 
goodbye,” Levinson added, “In March, we 
got rid of 40 percent of the plot.” 
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Hurst described the process of work- 
ing with 18 writers as “definitely exciting, 
but challenging and stressful. The chal- 
lenge is to incorporate everyone’s point 
of view.” 

The five re-writes, too, led the play in 
several directions. The 7-member techni- 
cal crew described the re-writes as “ex- 
hausting.” 

With several sub-plots orbiting 
around technology dependence, nostalgia 
might have set in for audience members 
who had just taken part in a 7-day tech- 
fast in which participants gave up cell 
phones. On stage, actors and actresses 
scrambled and pushed one another to re- 
trieve the phones that had been held cap- 
tive in a plastic basket for a week. 

As one of the performers shouted 
“every iPhone looks the same!” char- 
acters complained of the week without 
technology, saying, “It feels like a fam- 
ily member died,” and “TI don’t feel safe 
alone.” Another character complained of 
not remembering how to turn the pages 
of a book. 

Mulligan said the idea for the tech- 
fast in the script did not stem from the 
tech-fasts sponsored in recent years by 
the philosophy and media studies depart- 
ments. 

Describing the production as “come- 
dic but realistic” and “quirky with mo- 
ments of reality,” Levinson said the show 
proved to her that technology is a neces- 
sary evil. 

In a dream sequence, Levinson’s char- 
acter, Clair, who is, immersed in planning 
for an upcoming technology conference, 
falls asleep and is surrounded by six char- 
acters in tall white chef hats carrying silver 
trays with a single apple on each. Levinson 
feverishly bites each apple until juice spills 


off her chin, staining her shirt and drip- 
ping to the stage. Still dreaming, she is led 
around the stage, chasing the familiar white 
logo of Apple. 

Levinson said she became critical 
toward her own technology use through 
working on the play for the last 11 months. 

“T’ve noticed how plugged in I am,” 
she said. “I’ve been trying to take a step 
back and get outside.” 

Drawing heavily from trends in tech- 
nology, “APPetite” brought comedy to a 
scene where the computer game Angry 
Birds was acted out on stage. Performers 
dressed as colorful birds raced across the 
stage crashing into others. Techno music 
played loudly between scenes. 

Audience member Denise Belanger, 
a senior, described “APPetite” as “de- 
lightful and realistic.” 

“Being faced with taking a week 
without technology terrified me,’ Be- 
langer said. “I’m waiting to hear back 
from jobs; it would take my parents three 
days to notify me of anything; I wouldn’t 
know what I had for homework or have 
access to the readings for class.” 

“T use my phone as an alarm, a clock, 
to communicate, to schedule and plan ac- 
tivities, and to remind me of where I need 
to be. Technology is becoming a huge 
part of my life.” 

Hurst described the show as “a theat- 
rical comedy with serious questions.” 

“It puts a satiric view to the ever- 
growing problems our society faces with 
the dominance of technology,” Belanger 
added. “It puts our ‘appetite’ for technol- 
ogy into perspective.” 

Hurst called “APPetite” a play about 
choices. “Do you choose a machine, or do 
you choose a human relationship?” And at 
what cost?” she asked. 


One choice involved in the produc- 
tion was the unveiling of Mike the iPal, 
presumably created by Apple. Mike, a 
robot who functions and looks like an 
ordinary human being, is befriended by 
Hannah, Mulligan’s character. Described 
as “the ideal companion” and “an auto- 
mated family member.” Hannah had re- 
cently broken up with an emotionally 
abusive boyfriend, and quickly found the 
iPal caring for her more than anyone else. 
The concept of entering a romantic rela- 
tionship with a robot did not seem too far 
from today’s reality. 

“Everybody’s going to take away 
something different,” Rivers said. “It in- 
vites people to take away their own mean- 
ing. It’s just a demonstration of what we 
can do to make people aware.” 








Photos by Liz Kendall 
Top: Sophomore Pat Adigweme (left) and first-year Michelle Kazanowski (right) present the iPal, played by first-year Zachary Pesner; bottom: the cast of APPetite holds up cell 
phones on the main stage of McCarthy Arts Center as an ending to the April 19 show. 
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By Jean-Marie McGrath 
Staff Writer 


The word “chemistry” brings a vast 
range of responses from students. Expe- 
riences of the difficult equations of high 
school chemistry cause many to shudder 
at the word. Others with a talent for sci- 
ence and numbers remember high school 
chemistry with a smile. 

Then, there are a select few who 
write the chemistry books and develop 
the equations used in one of the hardest 
‘classes known to many students. John 
Suchocki, an adjunct professor in the 
chemistry department, is one of that se- 
lect few. 

Not only has he written several texts, 
Suchocki has also produced 13 of his own 
rock ‘n’ roll albums, and is the author of 
a series of children’s books called “Styar- 
ki” . 

Suchocki incorporates science into 
- these stories about a dinosaur. Each story 
comes with activities for children to learn 
science in an enjoyable and engaging way. 

However, “text books are my bread 
and butter,’ Suchocki said. 

He writes texts books for both college 
and high school science classes. He is 
working on the fifth edition of a text that 
will be published in December. Working 
as an adjunct professor at St. Michael’s, 
which involves teaching chemistry two 
days a week, gives Suchocki plenty of 
time to write his books. — . 

“It’s really wonderful working here,” 
he said. “I get so much support from fac- 
ulty, I love working with students, and I 
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Prof to Perform at P-Day Concert 


Author and musician Suchocki will play “post-punk” stylings in McCarthy 


have time to write the books.” 


Both faculty and students rate 


- Suchocki favorably as a professor. 


“He’s a gifted teacher,” said William 
Karstens, chair of the chemistry depart- 


ment. “He has a very unique approach, he > 
does not lecture and then follow with a lab 


but instead his whole course is the lecture 
and the lab.” 

Nora Moore, a student of Suchocki’s, 
also finds his teaching style refreshing. 

“On the first day of class he told us 
not to call him a professor but a coach be- 
cause he believes that our learning should 
be a team effort and we're all there to help 
each other,” Moore said. “He’s just there 


~ to mentor us as a coach on a sports team 


would.” 

Suchocki will be performing songs 
from his albums on P-Day in McCarthy 
Recital Hall. Not many students can say 
that about their professors. 

Since childhood Suchocki has had 
a love of both science and music. At a 
young age he combined the two and wrote 
his first song, which was about pollution. 

“Science and music go hand in hand,” 
Suchocki said. 

His 4-piece band, The Silent Boys, 
has a post-punk sound for which Suchocki 
plays lead guitar. When Suchocki moved 
to Hawaii in 1991 to teach chemistry and 
physics as a professor at the University 
of Hawaii, he gave his music less atten- 


C On the first day of 
class he told us not 
to call him a profes- 
sor but a coach be- 
cause he believes 
that our learning 
should be a team 
effort and we’re all 
there to help each 


other. § 


Nora Moore ’13 


FATS 





tion. However, band members sent cas- 
sette tapes back and forth to each other to 
keep their music alive. And as technology 


progressed, The Silent Boys were able to 
communicate and produce their music 
more easily. 

In 2001, Suchocki left Hawaii, giving 
him more time with the band. Still, the 
band members are too busy to go on tour. 

“It’s the process; it’s so much fun 
producing the album,” Suchocki said. 
“Tt’s almost anti-climatic when it comes 








C In life it’s a matter 
of following your 
passions but not 


letting go of reality. @ 


Professor John Suchocki 





out. It’s the process we love.” 

Suchocki has also created a solo al- 
bum entitled “On The Count of Zero.” It 
expresses the softer side of his music. 

“I’m not going to end up on ‘Ameri- 
can Idol, Suchocki said. “It just comes 
down to whether you want it or not.” 

He carries that determination into the 
classroom. 

“Tn life it’s a matter of following your 
passions but not letting go of reality,” he 
said. 


Suchocki’s concert will take place 
April 28 in McCarthy Recital Hall. Doors 
open at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free. 


Photo courtesy of betterworldbooks.com 
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Continued from page 1 


“Tt really showed me that St. Michael’s 
is going out of their way to become green- 
er,” said freshman Kelsey Miller who was 
impressed with the speech Barlow gave in 
McCarthy Arts Center. “She educated us 
on things we can do locally which was very 
meaningful to me,” she added. 

The enthusiasm for environmental sus- 
tainability on the St. Michael’s campus has 
made its way into the academic buildings 


with the environmental studies program es- 
tablished in 2010. It has become one of the 
college’s most popular majors. 

The college’s green movement will 
continue to be fueled by efforts from envi- 
ronmentally aware organizations on cam- 
pus. : 

“There is a campaign to ban bottled 
water, which has been approved,’ Ayres 
said. “We’re also moving to expand green 
office certification which suggests that de- 
partments and offices on campus are com- 


mitting to be more environmentally aware.” 

He added that because the state of Ver- 
mont is so aware of food and environmen- 
tal issues, he believes green consciousness 
rubs off on the St. Michael’s community. 

Sustainability coordinator for the col- 
lege, Heather Ellis-Lynch, noted, “People 
[at St. Michael’s] are respectful of the envi- 
ronment and of each other even if they don’t 
believe in climate change.” 
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Photos by Kendra Gravelle and Nora Stoelting 
Clockwise from top: Students Chantel Albert and Lauren Kilmister use the highly publicized smoothie bike; Senior Matt Phillips shows off his face paint; A student prepares her 
smoothie; The seed planting counter was a popular destination at Earth Fest; A student prepares to plant; a long line of students wait for fresh beef and veggie burgers; “Mission 
South”, a band from Washington D.C. rocks Tarrant; Students enjoy free Ben & Jerry’s while waiting for a burger. 
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By Rachel Stone 
Features Editor 


After blasting an email out to the en- 
tire St. Michael’s community proposing 
that students be a vegan for one week, my 
inbox filled up with responses from sev- 
eral unfamiliar sources who were willing 
to take the vow. The anti-cheese challenge 
had begun. I had not anticipated that tak- 
ing this conscious approach to dining for 
one week would disclose the realities of 
my usual carnivore consumption habits 
that are somewhat unsettling in hindsight. 

Seven St. Michael’s students and I — 
all females — did our best for one week to 
avoid consuming any food item that has 
come from an animal. We took the vow 
on Friday, April 13 (doomed from the 
start), and celebrated the completion of 
the challenge the following Friday with 
a dinner together at the Daily Planet on 
Center Street in Burlington. 

To begin the endeavor, I went to Al- 
liot and decided to splurge by giving ev- 
ery vegan option in the place a try. A tofu 
burrito, rice and soy sauce, and a hummus 
wrap filled my tray; however, none of it 
pleased me much, nor did I finish any of 
the items. That first meal essentially fore- 
shadowed my eating patterns for the next 
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week: lots of experimenting and an empty 
stomach. 

After about 36 hours in the vegan 
mindset, a friend brought a complemen- 
tary Flatbread pizza into my house — it 
didn’t stand a chance. Resisting cheese at 
midnight on a Saturday night has never 
been my strong suit so I shamefully made 
that one exception and then did not break 
the vow again until the end. 

Well, that’s not entirely true; I was 
ill-informed until about four days into the 
vegan week that most bread is not vegan 
because it is made with either eggs or 
milk. To some vegans, even the yeast in 
bread makes it off-limits because yeast 
is at one point a living organism. Conse- 
quently, that would imply beer is also off- 
limits but frankly that’s just not for me. 

After speaking to the rest of the veg- 


an vowers at the end of the week, I found = 


that I was not the only one having these 
issues. There were, however, some who 
were blissfully enjoying the challenge 
and even considered permanently altering 
their usual diet beyond the vegan week. 

“Eating is a chore. This is just not 
working for me,” admitted Sammy Swee- 
ney, a senior who committed to the vegan 
diet. 

Sweeney was able to keep the vow 


for the week but she did strug- 
gle with the absence of dairy in 
her meals — mainly the cheese 
and sour cream ingredients 
that usually grace her most fa- 
vorite delicacies. 

Her roommate, Catherine § 
Ward, had a much different ex- 
perience taking the vow. X;, 

“] felt healthier,” Ward said. fas 
“If I really wanted to I could #@” 
probably commit to being vegan } 
later in life just not right now. 
But it did definitely make me 
want to commit to being a veg- | 
etarian.” 

One of Ward’s most inno- & 
vative creations she tackled this 
past week combined mushrooms, pep- 
pers, onions, and tomatoes with a spicy 
soy-based chorizo upon a bed of penne 
pasta. 

“We expected [the chorizo] to be 
more like sausages but instead it crum- 
bled and tasted like we added some beans 
to the dish,” Ward said. 

Despite the unexpected crumble, 
Ward still thought it was a decent meal. 

Another participant, senior Greta 
Johnson, has been sticking to a vegan diet 
since the day after Christmas this year. 
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vet | 
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With an allergy to soy products, her veg- 
an challenge is even more complicated, 
but it’s a lifestyle change she has been 
happy to make, she said. 

“My go-to for dessert is peanut but- 
ter,” Johnson said. “Lots of peanut butter.” 

The reason behind celebrating our 
week of conscious dining around the 
table at the Daily Planet in Burlington 
is a referral to the venue with a kitch- 
en that serves local and organic food. 


Continued on page 19 


Photos by Rachel Stone 
The Daily Planet offers a funky bar area, seating by a wide-open window for the sidewalk tables, or a more private dining room dressed with hanging plants that has a greenhouse feel. 
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The appeal: taking a conscious 
approach to where the. food comes 
from before it’s on a plate for the 
guests. Also a plus: the Planet twists 
up a few vegan and vegetarian entrée 
options and side dishes to go with the 
theme of the week. 

We introduced ourselves and 
shared our thoughts about how the 
past week had panned out. As we de- 
liberated over what to order, four of 
the vegan-vow ladies ordered vege- 
tarian or vegan dishes while Sammy 
Sweeney and I returned back to our 
meat-eating ways and indulged in 
pork and chicken dishes. 

Sweeney ordered buttermilk 
fried chicken nuggets alongside a 
carrot mac & cheese. I can assure 
you the carrot mac & cheese is a 
new concept I’ll be implementing 
often: pureed carrot slices spiced 
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and blended with cheese over pas- 
ta. Other orders among us included 
a grilled cheese with an avocado, 
vegan sweet-and-sour curry, and a 
grilled rosemary bread salad with a 
hint of lemon. 

I had a crunchy grilled cheese 
with mushrooms, onions, and pork 
with a cup of a bold split pea soup. 
All were made with consciously cho- 
sen ingredients. 

Prior to being served, the con- 
versation focused on the highs and 
lows of the week. 

“Even as a vegetarian before, I 
realized how much animal products 
are in the things that I eat every- 
day,” said sophomore Amy Wilson. 
“There. are things in food you don’t 
think about until you have to watch 
out for them.” 

Nora Stoelting, a sophomore, 


From left to right: Crispy chicken nuggets with carrot macaroni & cheese; The Daily Planet located on Center St. in Burlington; Sweet & Sour Curry - a vegan option on their menu. 


said the first dish she stirred up at the 
end of the week was scrambled eggs 
with cheese. Going vegan wasn’t an 
easy feat even for the vegetarians 
who are used to restricted diet. 

Taste buds aside, it’s nice to 
know that what you’re eating has not 
caused too much harm to the people 
or animals that made it possible for 
you to devour. Through a conscious 
selection of foods to consume, a 
more fresh and guiltless feeling 
comes over the body. 

Although I cannot foresee my- 
self abiding by a vegan diet, I sense a 
more conscious approach to my din- 
ing as a result of this trial, and I com- 
mend those who have committed to 
animal-free patterns of consumption 
— the animals are lucky to have you 
on their side. 


Presented by Seven Days 
and the Vermont Federal Credit 
Union, Burlington’s Restaurant 
Week will run from April 27- 
May 4. Guests can make reser- 
vations to dine at participating 
restaurants of all kinds and must 
specify that they are coming for 
“Restaurant Week.” Upon arriv- 





al, guests choose a dinner from 
the Restaurant Week menu for 
either $15, $25, or $35 per per- 
son — at select locations lunch is 
available for $10 or less. 

Several events will also take 
place during the week: Parents 
Night Out with affordable child 
care at the Burlington YMCA, 


a Foodie Flick screening at the 
Palace 9 Cinema in South Burl- 
ington with free Chinese dump- 
lings and a cash bar, and a Sweet 
Start Smackdown where 10 pas- 
try chefs will tease guests’ sweet 
teeth during a competition to 
kick off the week. 































Photos by Rachel Stone 
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Squirrels Drive Townhouse Residents Nuts 


By Dylan Florian 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s maintenance de- 
partment was in for a surprise when it 
received a call from the women of Town- 
house 106. A group of squirrels had built 
a tunnel and made their way into the 
house. 

Maintenance did everything but fu- 
migate because that would have forced 
the residents of the 100’s townhouses to 
vacate for three days. Workers also want- 
ed to wait until the students had left for 
summer break so they didn’t have to find 
alternate housing. 

“Maintenance. closed the hole that 
the squirrels got through without know- 
ing if they were out yet,” said junior Eliz- 
abeth Tribble, who lives in 106. 

The squirrels were left stuck in the 
house, and senior Erika Kirslis ended up 
with a hole in her closet, which the squir- 
rels created during spring break. 

Two of the case studies on display 
at the research symposium April 20 dis- 
cussed animal behavior, and had a spe- 
cific focus on squirrels. Many students 
on campus have noticed that squirrels 
seem to act as though they are part of the 
school, and are unafraid of students who 
pass through the quad. 

The two projects focused on the 
behavior of squirrel eating habits. One 


Kolkata 


Continued from page 11 


The $10,000 is not split evenly 
among the three organizations; rather the 
volunteers choose how much money goes 
where. “That’s a hard thing to do,” Lin- 
coln said. “It's so important that the com- 
munity of St. Michael’s knows the money 
is directly going to the people.” 

Each trip participant pays around 
$1600 for expenses including flight, food, 
in-country travel and shelter. Lincoln cre- 
ated handmade jewelry to help raise mon- 
ey for her expenses. Others wrote letters 
to friends and family requesting support. 
Sophomore Kirsten Wilson saved her 
summer job money. 

“I am looking to take away a better 
understanding of poverty,” Wilson said, 
“You don’t normally say ‘I’m excited to 
go see poverty.’ It’s intense to think about 
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The squirrels are less 
timid because of ha- 
bituation. They see col- 
lege students regularly 
and have a lot of food 
available to them that 
squirrels off campus 
2 


would not. 
Michael Brown, ’14 





project by senior Jake Withee examined 
the habits of birds and squirrels using a 
wooden vending machine operated by a 
pulley. The birds had trouble operating 
the vending machine, but the squirrels 
had little to no problem using the pulley 
to open the vending machine or opening 
the door with their heads. This comes as 
no surprise considering their ability to 
get into the townhouses on campus. It 
also raises the question: why are squirrels 
on campus less timid and much larger 
than park squirrels? 

One of the animal behavior studies 
created by sophomore Mike Brown fo- 


now because it seems very abstract, but I 
am excited to be there and better under- 
stand how the world works.” 

Last March, Wilson traveled to east- 
ern Kentucky with MOVE but is now 
preparing for a completely different expe- 
rience. “India will be a different level of 
poverty. I have no idea how I am going to 
react until I’m there,” Wilson said, “So a 
big part of it is group dynamics and know- 
ing what we need and how we can help 
each other.” 

Cleary will be traveling to India for 
the first time. Fresh from the Dominican 
Republic service trip, ‘Cleary said she 
hopes to keep everyone healthy and feel- 
ing positive about their work and experi- 
ence. "It’s a group experience but it’s also 
a very individual experience and that can 
be a delicate balance,” Cleary said. She 
also looks forward to the service work 
the group will be doing. “I don’t feel com- 
pletely like myself unless I am in part 
doing service and understanding people 
outside of my world.” 

The diverse group has been meeting 


cused on the eating habits of squirrels 
when left a tray of food accompanied by a 
variety of noises on a speaker, including 
a hawk call, a squirrel’s “alarmed sound” 
and squirrel feeding sounds. Surpris- 
ingly, the squirrels ate the least when the 
feeding sound was played. 

“The squirrels are less timid be- 
cause of habituation,’ Brown explained. 
“They see college students regularly and 
have a lot of food available to them that 


since early this year in order to get to 
know each other and prepare with guest 
speakers, focus sessions on poverty and 
cultural sensitivity and Bengali lessons 
as well as organizing fundraisers. 


Kolkata is a city where religions . 


coexist harmoniously. One of the trip’s 
goals is to observe and support that in- 
terfaith dialogue. “There is a level of 
openness of their spirituality that I don’t 
feel I’ve ever been able to tap in to in 
our domestic world here,” Kerrigan said. 
"There might be material poverty in In- 
dia but there is a richness in living, [A] 
richness of spirit. It’s beyond what we 
are used to.” 

While the participants are excited 
about their upcoming journey, they've 
also been talking about the challenges 
they'll face. Kerrigan said, ““You have to 
be honest with yourself. If you are in a 
service location that you don’t want to 
be in or that you feel you can't give to, 
there is only a certain number of days 
you can push yourself so hard.” 





Photo by Jerry Swope 
The squirrels on campus are less timid than park squirrels because they see college stu- 
dents regularly and have become habituated. 


squirrels off campus would not.” 

From operating a vending machine 
to tunneling their way through town- 
houses St. Michael’s squirrels seem to 
have adapted themselves as part of the 
community. Eating leftovers and living 
in campus townhouses has created a new 
breed called the “college squirrel.” 


The group welcomes donations from 
the community. Useful items include: 


¢ Children’s shoes and clothing, adult 
flip flops and walking sandals. 

* Medications (no narcotics) like Ty- 
lenol, children's Tylenol, Benadryl, asth- 
ma meds and more 

* Gauze, bandages (especially for 
burns), antibiotics and antibiotic creams 

* Toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss 

* Crayons, pencils/pens/notebooks/ 
children's books 

* Sidewalk chalk, children's games 
(team games are best), sturdy puzzles, 
playing cards 

* CD's of various kinds of music 

* Reading glasses, 

* Soccer balls, kick balls, basketballs, 
jump-ropes 

¢ Embroidery thread, beads, origami 
paper. 
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Rachel Stone 


1. Live the dream — 

When I was a freshman I read an ar- 
ticle in the Defender written by a graduat- 
ing senior from my hometown — 10 things 
you should do before you graduate. As I 
kept in mind her advice from that article 
over the course of four years, she con- 
tinued to periodically remind me of one 
thing in particular even after she gradu- 
ated: live the dream. However you choose 
to do your thing at St. Mike’s, be sure that 
it is thoughtful, meaningful, and outra- 
geously enjoyable. 

2. Hall golf — 

Or any other innovative game that 
utilizes dorm room/building space and 
whatever tools you can find in your room. 
Although the residence hall staff did not 
encourage it, 20 freshman lined both sides 
of the walls on 4th floor Joyce during ori- 
entation weekend; clapping and cheering 
for these unfamiliar faces as people tried 
to use a golf club to hit a golf ball into 
a red solo cup down the hall. Regardless 
of how close we remained to these strang- 


5 Things you should NOT do before you graduate 


By Catherine Ward 
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ers after that first weekend, the spontane- 
ous social organization of hall golf set the 
stage for our friendships and relationships 
that would unfold over the next few years. 

3. Find an anthem - 

Whether it be Call Me Maybe, be- 
cause it never ceases to get all of the peo- 
ple around you to sing or at least groove a 
little, or any other jam that reminds you of 
a moment and has the power to bring you 
back even briefly. A reminiscent tune will 
keep the memories vivid for a bit longer. 

4. Lessons and Carols — 

Just so that freshman convocation 
and baccalaureate are not the only times 
you step foot in the chapel over the course 
of four years, attend the Lessons and Car- 
ols mass before Christmas break. Your 
peers narrate the story of Christmas and 
the chorale sings melodious seasonal car- 
ols while the crowd is united as everyone 
lights a candle and sings along. It is a cer- 
emony that is less about religion and more 
about finding good spirits and a light 
heart with people you love in your com- 
munity during the holiday season. 

5. Buy a grill — 

With just about $25 it is possible to 
coordinate with your neighbors and pur- 
chase a charcoal grill that will stand as a 
unifying force during the warmer months. 
The excitement built up from the idea of a 
backyard barbeque is enough to wipe out 
all your other plans for the rest of the day 
and cause you to just park it. Expect to go 
through more social beverages than you 
anticipated and to cover topics in conver- 
sation with your close friends that will be 


in a five dollar lock; especially if you have a 


more meaningful, and you will remember 
more vividly, than any academia you may 
have postponed. 

6. Have a_ conversation with 
Geoffrey Burnham - 

Either through a semester of callig- 
raphy or even a brief exchange in passing 
— make an effort to interact with Professor 
Burnham. His blunt sense of humor and 
traditional style has the power to help all 
us slow down and pay attention to what is 
around us. Practically a living library of 
classic literature and meaningful knowl- 
edge, Burnham offers a unique, grounded 
perspective to our society that can be very 
valuable as we continue to progress in 
new directions. 

7. Leave the country — 

Spend a semester, year, summer, or 
even one day exposing yourself to people 
and customs of foreign countries through 
any of SMC’s international opportuni- 
ties or MOVE programs that allow you 
to mentally leave the country for a short 
period of time. It really opens your mind 
and keeps alive the wonder and curiosity 
about the giant universe we live in and 
how our lives fit into the grand scheme of 
things. That curiosity will build an aware- 
ness and humility within you that can set 
you apart and also serve as a reminder to 
take full advantage of the opportunities 
that surround us. It will make you grate- 
ful. And it will remind you to take advan- 
tage of the opportunities that surround 
you — academic, professional, social, or 
any opportunity for spontaneity — develop 
an open-mind that will fuel your enthusi- 


asm for life. 

8. Live on North Campus— 

Or at least party there. The vintage 
feel and even smaller student popula- 
tion creates intimate social settings in a 
place that allows us to remove ourselves 
from the structure and rigidness of our 
responsibilities on main campus. Even 
by separating schoolwork from our living 
spaces with a mere three-minute bus ride 
or a 15-minute walk down route 15, living 
on north campus slows life down a bit. Its 


-exclusiveness is conducive to inclusion by 


creating a close community through this 
subtle escape from reality. 

9. Embrace the retreats — 

Yes, FOMO (fear of missing out) is 
common at a small school and the idea 
of leaving 1 Winooski Park for a week- 
end is one that may frighten some of us 
party animals. But, after a weekend trip to 
Yale for a global health conference, and a 
couple of other school-sponsored trips to 
D.C, I have learned things that are worth 
the cost of a couple nights away from the 
3s. Not only did I learn the obvious les- 
sons, but the subtle, more personal lessons 
about what in the world interests me be- 
yond St. Mike’s are ones that our school 
encourages us to embrace through these 
opportunities. 

10. Darty 

Nothing beats a day party. Instead of 
spending Saturdays wallowing in self-pity 
or hibernating with the remote and some 
video games, get your friends together 
while the sun is still out and don’t waste a 
weekend moment of college. (YOLO). 











Guest Columnist 


Dont: 

1. Watch MTV — Ten different scientif- 
ic studies suggest that watching Teen Mom 
causes a slow, painful, deterioration of the 
brain after several viewings. Who knows 
what the reboot of Punk’D might do to your 
health. Know the facts; go outside or like, 
watch the news. 

2. Have any form of a Car Pass — Can I 
get an Amen!? Only a fool would buy a zone 
parking pass. And if you don’t even get the 
| Sticker they can’t even track you down! Stick 
it to the man. 

3. Leave your bike unattended - I know 
humans tend to be of a trusting nature. We 
think of the holy commandment thou shall 
not covet others bikes, but they do. So invest 


22 


basket that’s worth more than the bike itself. 

4. Worry about Alliot swipes — If you’re 
still on the meal plan go to Alliot as much as 
possible. Relish in your seemingly free access 
to food. Once you're off the plan, if you run 
out of swipes you'll just have to sweet talk 
your way in or that hermit friend who never 
steps foot in Alliot will help you out. 

5. Put off things you want to do ‘til se- 
nior year - Guess who still filling liberal arts 
requirements her last semester of senior year? 
This gal! But it’s more than having free space 
in your schedule. Adventure outside of the 
bubble that is SMC. If you’re a senior that has 
yet to go to Cabot, Montreal, or even a Sunday 
Vermont drive what have you been doing the 
past four years? 


C However you choose to do your thing:at 
St. Mike’s, be sure that it is thoughtful, 
meaningful, and outrageously enjoyable. 9 











Photo courtesy of Trevor Crawford 
Residents of the 100s and Hodson came together in September for a block party 
outside of their townhouses. 
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Musical Horoscopes 


By Bridget Kelly & Sammy Sweeney 


Taurus (April 20-May 20) The stars are aligned; you will find your soul 
mate in the bubble pit this P-Day weekend. Don’t just settle for anyone you 
find in there, either. (I don’t want another pretty face, I don’t want just anyone 
to hold, I don’t want my love to go to waste, I want you and your beautiful 
soul). Hey, whatever happened to Jessie McCartney anyway? Let a gurl know. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20) Let yourself get lost in the madness of P-Day 
weekend. So what if you lose your dignity... and your phone? It happened to 
Katy too! (I just want to throw my phone away, Find out who is really there 
for me! This is a part of me that you’re never gonna ever take away from me!) 
Yeah girl Get it! 


Cancer (June 21-July 22) Just because you won’t get 3000 flyers hung up 
around ate on your birthday doesn’t mean you aren’t loved. Whitney says 
it best! (And IMM willll ALWAAAYYYS love youUuuUu, etc.) RIP. 


Leo (uly 23-Aug. 22) Use these summer months as a time of reflection. If 
you can’t remember anything because of the substance abuse you may or may 
not have engaged in this year, Nickleback has some words of wisdom to help 
you look back. (Look at this photograph, Everytime I do it makes me laugh, 
How did our eyes get so red, and what the hell is on Joey’s head?) This makes 
better sense if you have a friend named Joey. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Those long hours in the library studying for finals 
are gonna hurt, but they'll be worth it. Hang in there, and you will be reward- 
ed. When in doubt, turn to Kelly for some inspiration. (What doesn’t kill you 
makes you STRONGER la la la la). 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Did you bump into a former love in that damn 
bubble pit? Brush them off, go grab a crepe (or 12) from the food tent and 
bump some Gotye! (So when we found that we could not make sense, well 
you said that we would still be friends, But I'll admit that I was glad that it 
was over) ROCK ON! 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.21) You may find yourself feeling a little down 
this month because the damn moon is in Neptune’s hemisphere again... 
Well, Chester from Linkin’ Park knows exactly how you feel! (I tried so 
hard, and got so far, but in the end, it doesn't even matter, I had to fall, to lose 
it all, but in the end, it doesn't even matter) But when in doubt... YOLO! 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Don’t worry about talking to your crush 
this month because Pluto and Venus are in line. Take a note from Carly Rae 
Jepsen! (Hey I just met you, and this is crazy... But here’s my number, so 
call me... MAYBE!) Have no fear. Giving out your number really isn’t all 
that crazy, anyway. Sorry, Carly. 


Aquarius (Jan. 10-Feb. 18) Justin Bieber is stupid. Look to the western 
hemisphere this month and shine like Luda does in this American classic! 
(When I was 13, I had my first love. There was nobody that compared to my 
baby. And nobody came between us who could ever come above, she had 
me going crazy, oh I was starstruck!) Baby Baby Baby Oooh... SHUT UP 
JUSTIN! Lolz. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) The night time makes you feel alive. So hit up 
the 3s and show your true wild side. (Hey, I heard you were a wild one!) Get 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Did your name get called in the “Hunger Games” 
reaping? That SUCKS! Look to the third moon in Saturn’s orbit for guidance 
in your time of need. If you don’t make it back, we’ll remember you through 
P-Diddy. (Thinkin’ of the days, when you went away, what a life to take, what 
a bond to break, I'll be missing you!) DAMN YOU, PRESIDENT SNOW! 


at me, Flo Rida! 


Aries (March 21-April 19) Light up the room when you walk in with that 
hot new outfit from Goodwill. You’ll be sure to turn some heads when you 
flip your hair. (The way that you flip your hair gets me overwhelmed, but 
when you smile at the ground it ain’t hard to tell, you don’t know, oh oh-,you 


don’t know you’re beautiful). 


Killing Joke Continues to Span Musical Genres on ‘MMXIP 


Throughout its 
34-year _history, 
the London-based 
band Killing Joke 
has covered a wide 
range of musical 
subdivisions. The 
group has been de- 
scribed as every- 
thing from alterna- 
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many other labels 
as well: Killing Joke’s broad catalog has 
made it one of the more authoritative 
bands in alternative music, as groups such 
as Jane’s Addiction, Nirvana, Soundgar- 
den and Tool have cited Killing Joke as a 
major influence. 

The band has yet again successfully 
avoided concrete classification on its 
most recent release, “MMXII,” or 2012 in 
Roman numerals. 

“MMXII,” the band’s 15th studio al- 
bum, is a concept album with lyrical con- 
tent centered on the predicted end of the 
world this year. “MMXII” offers listeners 
what can be described as Killing Joke’s 


classic sound: heavy, at times brooding, 
music that’s delivered in a foreboding 
manner. That being said, Killing Joke em- 
ploys noticeable punk rock and industrial 
rock influences on “MMXII,” which may 
help expand its reach to include a wider 
variety of audiences. 

“MMXII” opens with “Pole Shift,” 
a nearly 9-minute song that takes listen- 
ers on a rollercoaster ride. The peaks in- 
clude fast-paced drums and guitars and 
valleys are highlighted by slowed-down 
keyboards. 

After “Pole Shift,” Killing Joke shifts 
towards a more consistently heavy guitar 
sound on the album’s next four songs. The 
third track, “Rapture,” has been described 
by lead singer Jaz Coleman as “the whole 
reason we don’t go to church and we go to 
Killing Joke concerts — the spiritual suc- 
cor that we get from the intensity of it.” 
“Rapture” pushes forward with especially 
powerful vocals, as Coleman sings in his 
distinctly intense style, “Nothing is real, 
or is illusion/escape from flesh, transcend 
the earthly.” 

Killing Joke successfully carries the 
upbeat pace into “Colony Collapse” and 


“Corporate Elect.” The first of these car- 
ries an energy similar to that of “Rap- 
ture,” but it achieves that energy with a 
livelier rhythm played by guitarist Ge- 
ordie Walker. “Colony Collapse” contin- 
ues the album’s theme of a disintegrated 
future with its lyrics, “Rapid inhuman 
advance of nano computer technologies/ 
exchanging our emotional development 
for the lure of immortality.” 

“In Cythera” and “Promobile,” Kill- 
ing Joke offers a still-bleaker picture of 
the future, as Coleman tones down his fa- 
naticism and channels his frustration into 
a more serious tone. 

As a whole, “MMXII” can accurate- 
ly be called one of Killing Joke’s better 
efforts. The album sustains a theme— an 
achievement which has become rare in 
music today. 

It can be difficult for a musical act 
to remain relevant after a 30-plus-year 
career, and in many music circles, Kill- 
ing Joke may have never been considered 
relevant to begin with. In many cases, fa- 
miliarity can make it easier for listeners 


KILLING JOKE 
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ing Joke’s music, a listener will still be 
able to experience the vigor that the band 
has become known for over the years. 
There’s something to be said for that. 


Antognioni is a senior media studies, 


to form opinions on bands. But even if journalism and digital arts major. Con- 


“MMXII” is someone’s first taste of Kill- 


tact him at hantagnioni@mail.smcvt.edu. 
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Finding My Place in the World 


By Sunny Masison 
Guest Columnist 


You have to leave the city of your 
comfort and go out into the wilderness of 
your intuition. What you'll discover will 
be wonderful. What you'll discover is 
yourself. - Alan Alda 

Ten months after leaving Spain, here 
I am again. Flying into Madrid felt like 
coming home. When I reunited with my 
host mom, we immediately fell back into 
the normalcy of conversing and cooking 
that we had lived in last year. 

Like many students who study 
abroad, I felt last May like I was return- 
ing to a home that would not be exactly 
how I remembered it, because I was not 
exactly how I remembered myself to be 


mr 


before | left. The frustration of feeling 
different, new and rejuvenated in a place 
that felt so. “status quo” was overwhelm- 


ing at first. The first couple months were 
challenging, as I tried to hold on to the 
vibrancy and sense of possibility I had felt 
every day in Spain. I had so many stories, 
but never enough time or words to exactly 
express the sentiment of what I had seen 
or felt. 

Going abroad had been a given for 
me. I had my heart set on Spain since el- 
ementary school, and living there, speak- 
ing Spanish and immersing myself com- 
pletely was what I wanted. However, for 
my first few days in Spain I had a hard 





time finding my footing with the students 
from my program. I started to wonder if I 
was kidding myself —if I were too much 
of a homebody, too invested in my Amer- 
ican life, to enjoy living anywhere else. 

On my first night living in the home 
of my host Charo, I cried and she held 
my hand. I told her I was worried that I 
wouldn’t make friends with the students 
in my program. In that singular, honest 
moment, I began to build my home in 
Madrid. 

Over the next few months I slowly 
built up more places and things that were 
“mine” — my favorite neighborhood, my 
sweet shop, my prefered spot to sit in the 
park. At the same time Charo, the kids I 
taught in a local elementary school, and 
my new friends all became as much a part 
of me as what I had left behind in Ver- 
mont for the semester. 

Coming back now, ’m sharing my 
home in Madrid with a friend from my 
first home, in Massachusetts, and it’s 
beautiful to build that bridge. My homes 
in the U.S. had somehow carried while I 
was in Madrid last year, and in the same 
way, Madrid had carried on without me, 
despite my feeling that a part of the city 
was living in me. 

I’m graduating in one month, which 
Pil say with a sigh like many of my class- 
mates. I just found out that I’ve been ac- 
cepted to graduate school on the West 
Coast, and having accepted the offer, I re- 
alize that the biggest and best challenge of 


é 
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Masison poses with a student, Celia, from a second grade class she taught in Spain. 








(4 This trip proves 
to me that I can 
always go home 
again, and having 
such a strong base 
here after just five 
months last year 
also convinces me 
| really can make a 
home anywhere. 9 














this new chapter of my life will be mak- 
ing myself feel at home in another new 
place. It makes me a little nervous, but I 
am confident that I’m now able to make 
myself at home in the world. 

This trip proves to me that I can al- 
ways go home again, and having such a 
strong base here after just five months last 
year also convinces me I really can make 
a home anywhere. I live by the adage 
“wherever you go, there you are.” I also 
agree with The Beatles line: “There is no- 
where you can be that isn’t where you’re 
meant to be.” 


Masison is a senior history major. 
Contact her at smasison@mail.smcvt.edu 


Masison poses in front of the Oso Y Madroiio statue in Puerta del Sol, the center of Ma- 
drid. This statue is the symbol of the city. 
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Don’t you hate 
it when you pay for 
something that oth- 
ers end up getting for 
free? I do too, which 
is why I think it’s ri- 
diculous that I even 
bothered to buy a 
pricey zone parking 
pass this semester, 
only to find no spots 
available to use. I’m student-teaching off 
campus this spring, and usually return in 
the early evening hours, only to discover 
that there are no spots near my house in 
the 400s, or even remotely close. Ill end 
up parking down by the “Do Not Enter” 
signs in the 200s, which ends up being 
an extremely inconvenient and unneces- 
sary trek the next morning. 

The most baffling part is that from 
my window I can watch public safety 
officers do their routine drive-by’s to 
make sure everything looks up to par. 


eer 





Emily Arturi 
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No Guarantee When It Comes to Parking | 


Hello? Have you ever once stopped and 
checked to see if any of the hundreds of 
cars that you blithely pass actually bear 
a sticker showing authorization to park 
in that spot? 

Of course you haven’t, and why 
not? Why does someone else get to park 
in a space I paid for? Many times I end 
up just pulling my car to the front of my 
house because I am so tired of being pe- 
nalized for the insensitivity of others. 

Asked to share her thoughts on the 
matter, Natalie Watson, another student- 
teacher living in Hodson, had much to 
say: “What’s frustrating is that during 
snow season when it was pitch black out- 
side at 7.a.m. and below zero degrees, I 
had to walk all the way to the 400s to 
retrieve my car. Random people parking 
in the Hodson lot create a domino effect, 
where those with parking passes in Hod- 
son would then have to park in the 100s 
and 400s, kicking those people into the 
200s spaces. It’s just a mess”. 


During spring break and the long | 
Easter weekend, students drive their un- | 
registered cars to campus, thinking they | 
can just keep them anywhere. I heard a | 


girl complain through Facebook about 
how she had to park her registered car 
in an unauthorized location because all 
of the spots in her zone were filled. And 
guess what? The next morning she re- 
ceived a fat ticket on her windshield. 

So, let me get this straight... those 
who spend money on passes get ticket- 
ed while students who steal spaces get 
away with it? 

Of course it is the end of the semes- 
ter, and nobody will be purchasing any 
passes again until the fall. My advice to 
everyone would be to save your money 
because clearly campus parking is a free 
for all and public safety doesn’t know 
how to do its job. 

Arturi is a senior art and education 
double major. Contact her at earturi@ 
mail.smcvt.edu. 


Levon Helm, Drummer of The Band, Dead at 71 


Levon Helm, 
singer and drummer 
of The Band, died on 
April 19 after losing a 
battle with throat can- 
cer. He was 71. 

A now mostly- 
forgotten voice of the 
South, Helm leaves 
behind a hole in both 
Americana and rock 
‘n’ roll that will never 
be filled. Sharp in his growl, electrify- 
ing in performance and enigmatic in his 
persona, Helm was truly an American 
icon. 

You’ve probably forgotten the 
names of the songs or how the words go 


“onan 
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exactly, but as soon as you hear his dis- 
tinctive, and at times haunting, bark you 
remember exactly why it was that you 
loved The Band. 

He was one of a kind, but the world 
forgot about Levon Helm. Sure, he was 
still known in music circles and for 
his local concerts in Woodstock, N.Y. 
known as Midnight Rambles, but to the 
wider public he was just another old-tim- 
er. Helm was in fact an inspiration for 
generations of musicians. He was master 
of his art. He was a riverboat gambler. 
He was an unforgiving critic. At the end 
of the day, he can only be described one 
way: he was Levon. 

I remember the first time I heard 
“The Night They Drove Old Dixie 
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Down.” Music was never the same after 
that. I judged everything else through 
a scope measured by that song. It’s an 
unfair comparison in retrospect, but it 
seemed right for a long time. That song 
didn’t just sum up the tensions still sim- 
mering from the Civil War. It didn’t just 
sum up the South. It was an introspective 
look at the heart and backbone of Amer- 


ica itself. It created a triumphant sense | 
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of defeat, a colossal collapse of body but | 
| the bouncy castle. 


not spirit; it was the phoenix rising from 


the ashes of old hopes and dreams. It | 


changed the way many people looked at _ 
_ Walking across campus with your head 


America and American music. 


People like Helm come around once | 
in a lifetime. He wasn’t just a drummer | 


in a band. He was the pounding backbeat 
for the narration of American history. 
Looking back, it’s impossible to tell 
where the musician ends and the fable 
begins. That’s what makes him legend- 
ary. 

Figures like Levon Helm don’t re- 
ally die. They become a part of history, 
eventually fictionalized to heroic pro- 
portions. They become part of folklore. 
Some people will say if you listen hard 
enough you can still hear his Appala- 
chian cry in the wind. So goodnight, 
Levon Helm. Yours will be the story 
of the Midnight Rambler, claimed by 
history to be remembered as more of a 
myth than a man. 


Ellis is a junior media studies, | 
Journalism and digital arts major. Con- | 


tact him at cellis@mail.smcvt.edu. 





aniaienareacsecerromsteacceten ee 





Catherine's S 
Music Picks 





UEST 
CoLumnist 


Catherine Ward 





__Vector Beach — Bobby Tank | 
d morning! Put on “Vector Beach” and 
‘our poorly constructed P-Day shirt to get 
_ the day started. Soe eater in| 
for your water bottle, you can enjoy the 
extreme boogie pumping out of this track. 





_ With rapid fire synth lines and a huge sound | 


hitting your ears, “Vector Beach” will have. 
you energized for days. Perfect for YOLO. 
tdi moments. 


Love is enh Tonight - ~ Rick Spring: | 
field 

Now that you’re very intoxicated, time for 

an ‘8Qs-style montage! Climb that rock 
wall, p Arinicme = ee ite ibe bubble pity, 
and don’t stop at one crepe: eat seven! Do 
it all; ‘80s power chords are playing behind 
you! As your vision blurs you'll appreciate _ 
‘the harmonizing in the chorus. Rick Spring- 
field builds up to the chorus powerfully, 


vervotveiehinetvtrenna wwdnensitesnretmnnnttevstoertotersceibttoeLeictadactonties 


_ chanting: “It’s gonna be alright/ Its gonna 


be alright” as you prance towards the exit 
after throwing up on several classmates in 


Guess I’m Doing Fine - Beck 


hung in shame is the best time to listen to 
“Guess I’m Doing Fine.” Country guitars 
swell while you stare at the ceiling above 
your bed. You question the path your life 
is taking and Beck does too, crooning, “It’s 
only lies that I’m living”. It’s ok to have a 
little time to yourself. Let Beck’s heartbreak 
lull you to sleep. 


Lazuli - Beach House 

Awake from your slumber, this is your sec- 
ond chance. Much like “Lazuli,” you start 
off slow. The song starts with music box and 
spacious sound, with Victoria LeGrand’s 
angelic whisperings. But then cymbals 
crash and a wave of sound breaks over you. 
The beauty and grandeur of “Lazuli” makes 
the world seem less cruel. You will make 
it to that midnight breakfast. You can be a 
sociably acceptable human being. Beach 
house and I believe in you. 
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Well, it’s about 
that time, isn’t it? All 
those “lasts” in a col- 
lege career that were 
once blurry, shapeless 
events too far off on 
your Facebook time- 
line to even fathom are 
getting dangerously 
close for one-quarter 
of the student body. 
Some may have al- 
ready passed by, with or without tagged 
photos of a senior dressed like a boss and 
smiling in front of a tri-fold with his or 
her thesis prominently displayed in the 
background. 

With graduation looming, it’s only 
fair that we seniors start asking the tough 
questions. 

Where do we go from here? Is there 
some kind of guidebook with advice 
about whatever the hell being graduated 
from college is like? Is there a “Moving 
On” app? 

First, I want to talk about jobs. 

I get it, job market of today, I get 
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Wait, Is There A ‘Moving On’ App? 


it. Individual merit isn’t worth what we 
thought it was, and unless I know some- 
one important I’m probably not getting 
one of those cool jobs in an office build- 
ing in Manhattan with a Mac desktop and 
a red accent wall, and I probably won’t 
be living in a super-hip apartment in 
Brooklyn with exposed brick. If there’s 
one message the job market is sending me 
—and remember this is a jobless, second- 
semester senior talking— it’s that “it’s all 
about who you know.” Well, I know some 
awesome people, but I still think that 
sucks. Why shouldn’t my resume stand 
out based on all the hard work I’ve put in? 

It’s hard to stomach the thought that 
the all-important document listing all the 
notable things I’ve done may never fall 
into the right hands because neither of my 
parents is a well-connected businessper- 
son. Maybe that’s harsh, and I don’t mean 
to discount the hard work the career ser- 
vices staff puts in, but the who-you-know 
scenario laid out above seems all too 
common in today’s world. 

Whatever lucky lady I choose to 
be the mother of my child is going to 


CLASSIC PEPPERONI DELUXE 


Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New 
England Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Pecos and 


WWwW.LEONARDOSONLINE.COM 


FREE DELIVERY/CARRY OUT 


10% OFF WITH COLLEGE ID 


TRADITIONAL MED $13.50 LG $17.95 PLUS TAX 


Lamaze classes that teach the fetus ba- 
sic networking skills. I mean, come on! 
More and more often I hear about a col- 
lege freshman securing an internship at a 
huge company. The aspiring writer in me 
who made $0.43 for a piece for examiner. 
com says, “Hey, good for you getting a 
leg up.” But the logical human being also 
inside me says, “Come on, dude. You’re 
a kid. Go hang out on a lake for the sum- 
mer. You’re gonna work your whole life.” 
Sorry, freshmen, I know there are excep- 
tions out there, but when you’re seniors 
you can say the same thing. 

So, who can tell me if all the volun- 
teering, writing, coordinating, tennis- 
playing and resume-blasting was worth 
it? Or does the fact that I don’t have an 
“in” with a recruiter at a financial con- 
sulting firm in Boston make me a lost 
cause? And let me just ask as an aside, 
what do consulting firms even do? 

Now let’s talk about friends after col- 
lege. 

You know, people to connect with 
and talk to? How do we find them outside 
a situation where it’s all arranged for you? 


9351-9000 


(See: high school, college, study abroad). 
How do you make friends after college? 
Do they exist? I need those wacky, off- 
their-rocker type people in my life to keep 
me distracted from all the stuff I’ve been 
complaining about. 

And where do you go to meet your 
future lover that our society has assured 
you will eventually come along? Is it one 
bad date after another, or do we slide right 
into match.com hook ups from here on 
out? I hope it’s the latter. 

Who knows? I don’t. I doubt that all 
those talking head pundits who give ad- 
vice about what to do after college know 
either. I want the work I’ve done to at least 
earn me a chance. I don’t want to depend 
on someone else to do anything for me, at 
least on a philosophical level. 

But with that being said, if you’re out 
there, and hiring, and like what you’ve 
read, give me a call. 

Healy is a senior media studies, jour- 
nalism and digital arts major. Contact 
him at bhealy@mail.smcvt.edu. 


SIGNATURE GOURMET MED $13.50 LG $17.95 PLUS TAX 


BASIL PESTO CHICKEN 


Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated 
Chicken Breast, Roasted Red Peppers, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly 


Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheese 
MOLLY’S CHICKEN MUSHROOM CARBONARA 


Alfredo Sauce, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Cheddar/Mozzarella/Parmesan 
Cheese, Freshly Sliced Mushrooms and Red Onions, Smoked Bacon, 


Marinated Chicken 


FENNEL SAUSAGE GOURMET 


Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarelia Cheese, Hot Italian 
Sausage, Fennel, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Green Spinach 
with Gorgonzola Cheese 

CLASSIC CHICKEN CORDON BLEU 


Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England 


Baked Ham, Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with 


Blended Cheeses 


ASIAN THA! CHICKEN 
Thai Peanut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken 


Breast, Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell 
Peppers and Freshly Cut Broccoli 


INSPIRED VEGETARIAN 


MED $13.50 LG $17.95 PLUS TAX 


VEGETARIAN WORKS 
Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Cut Spinach, 


White Mushrooms 
MEAT LOVER’S REVENGE 
SAUCE & CHEESE PIZZA MED $9.95 LG $13.75 PLUS TAX Tomato Sauce, Cheddar Mozzarella Cheese: NalanlPaeeertrinniat 
SAUCES CRUSTS € Italian Sausage, Ground Western Beef and New England Baked Ham 
rans tase sort ~ Sareea NICOLE’S BACON CHEESEBURGER PARADISE 
y Alfredo : ‘ Ketchup, Honey Mustard, Cheddar/Mozzarelia Cheese, Freshly Sliced 

Olive Oil Gartic King Arthur White Red Onions, Extra Ground Beef, Cob Smoked Bacon, Sprinkles of 
Pesto Pine Nut King Arthur Certified Gorgonzola Cheese 
pos Organic Wheat MED ADD .50 LG AMANDA’S SIX FEET UNDER 

Tomato , Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, hopped Gariic, 
Barbecue Gluten Free MED ONLY ADD $3.00 ager! we Pg 


PIZZA TOPPINGS MED $1.50 each LG $1.75 each PLUS TAX 


CHICKEN WINGS 
REGULAR / HOT / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


REGULAR / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 
SINGLE (10) $7.25 / DOUBLE (20) $13.50 
DOUBLE DOUBLE (40) $25.00 PLUS TAX 


GARLIC $3.75 
CHEESY $4.75 
SWEET CINNAMON $3.75 PLUS TAX 
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GARDEN $4.75 
GREEK $5.75 PLUS TAX 


Ralian 
HAWAIIAN ISLAND DELIGHT 


Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, New England Baked Ham, 
Cob Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli and Sweet Hawaiian 


Pineapple 
TEXAS HOT BUFFALO CHICKEN 


Zesty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzareila Cheese, 
Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola 


Cheeses 
ROASTED CHICKEN BBQ 


Barbecue Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzareila Cheese, Marinated Chicken 
Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Roasted Red 


Peppers 

LEONARDO'S WORKS MED $14.25 LG $18.95 PLUS TAX 
/Mozzarelia Cheese, ttalian Pepperoni, New 

England Baked Ham, Hot ftalian Sausage, Freshly Cut Broccoli, White 

Miushronamsa Rad Oninns Graan Pannars and Califamia Riack Olivas 


Tomato Sauce, Cheddar. 


ftalian Pepperoni, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Cob Smoked Bacon, Hot 


Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions, Plum Tomatoes 


GORGONZOLA GOURMET 
Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Green Spinach, 


Plum Tomatoes, Mari 
EXOTIC GREEK ISLAND 


jarinated Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 


Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarelia Cheese, Freshly Chopped Garlic, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes 


and California Biack Olives with Greek Feta Cheese _ 
FOUR CHEESE FUSION 


Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Fresh Plum Tomatoes 


with 


Tomatoes, Red 


Mozzarella, Chedder, Parmesan 
PESTO FETA MEDITERRANEAN 


and Gorgonzole Cheeses 


with Feta Cheese 


Onions, 
THE VEGAN SALVATION MED $14.25 LG $18.95 PLUS TAX 
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Calendar for April 24 - May 14 


On Campus 












Wednesday, April 25 -Italian Con- 
versation Group: Parla Italiano? A native 
speaker leads a language practice for all 
ages and abilities. 7 p.m. — 9 p.m. in St. 
Edmund’s Hall 101. 


Sunday, May 13 - Baccalaureate 
Mass and Ceremonies beginning at 2 
p.m. Immediately following the awards 
ceremony, a reception hosted by the vice 
president for academic affairs will begin 
in the Tarrant Recreational Center. 


Tuesday, May 1 - Vermont Workers’ 
Center Put People First March & Rally for 
One Movement for People & the Planet in 
Montpelier. The rally is in support of the 
Put People First campaign whose goal is 
to build one movement for people and the 
planet and to connect across our commu- 
nities around human rights. 


Friday April 27 — The annual Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. Society talent show. 7 
p.m. in McCarthy Arts Center with a $5 
admission fee. ; 





















Saturday, April 28 — P-day celebra- 
tions. Events include live musical perfor- 
mances, comedians, local food vendors 







Friday, April 27 - “The Collier Clas- 











sification System for Very Small Objects” 
exhibition and reception hosted by fine 
arts professor Brian Collier in Durick. 





and many other attractions. 





Tuesday, May 1- Retirement cel- 
ebration for Michael Samara 3 p.m. — 5 
p.m. in the Green Mountain Dining Room 
of Alliot Hall. 


Monday, May 14 — Commencement 
Ceremonies beginning at 9 a.m. 











Bad Weather Threatening P-Day 


NLI Over my four 
~ PMN years at St. Michael’s, 
the amazing time 


known as Preparation 
Day, or P-Day, has 
always been perfect. 
Free food, fun-lov- 
ing people and great 
weather. For the past 
three years, the sun 
has always been shin- 
_ing and it has been 
high 60s and 70s without a cloud in the 
sky. Who could ask for more? 

This year, Mother Nature is not look- 
ing to be so kind. The Weather Channel 
predicts that this week will be a wet one. 
Looking to the weekend, there is a 30 per- 
cent chance of rain/snow this Friday but 
Saturday is expected to be partly cloudy 
with a high of 48 degrees. If the weather 
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“Inthe past nines es 
years there has 
only been one 
P-Day held indoors. 
The odds are in our 
favor, ladies and 
gentlemen, so let’s 
all hope that this 
year there will be a 
stroke of good luck. 





keeps up like this, the P-Day festivities 
could encounter a disaster. 





: Paday, abel 26 
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I have heard of having a P-Day in- 
doors only through stories told by alumni, 
and each of them reiterated that it was 
never as much fun. P-Day has always 
been the one day a year when everything 
goes right, from the time you wake up to 
when you finally hit the hay. 

Having never experienced a P-Day 
indoors, I, much like many other seniors, 
do not want to have one of my last great 
celebrations of college compromised by 
the elements. 

One can only imagine some of the 
horrors of an indoor P-Day: the small 
gym, the flourescent lights and, worst of 
all, NO SUN TANS! There is just some- 
thing about being outside that helps stu- 
dents prepare (that is the “p” in P-Day, 
after all) for the grueling weeks ahead 
of them. Not having the chance for that 
release and instead be indoors could be 
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detrimental to the student body. 

Now, I am not saying that the admin- 
istration is going to ruin P-Day by hold- 
ing the events held indoors. I am sure they 
will be just as much fun. It’s just that over 
the past three years the bar has been set so 
high, anything short of years past is going 
to be a disappointment. 

In the past nine years there has only 
been one P-Day indoors. The odds are in 
our favor, ladies and gentlemen, so let’s all 
hope that this year there will be a stroke 
of good luck and good weather. And, se- 
niors, even if there is inclement weather 
in the forecast we cannot let a little rain 
keep us down. 


Hughes is a senior media studies , 
Journalism and digital arts major. Con- 
- tact him at jhughes4@mail.smcvt.edu 









anes: April 29 
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Baseball 

On Tuesday, April 17, the 
team lost at home to St. Anselm 
College 1-0 in a pitcher’s duel. 
St. Michael’s sophomore Nick 
Myers pitched five innings and 
only gave up one run. Three St. 
Anselm pitchers combined to 
shut out the Purple Knights. 

Behind home runs from 
senior Brian Geary and junior 
Jacob Begnoche, the Purple 
Knights defeated Norwich 15-4 
on April 19. Junior pitcher An- 
drew Kelley got the win, striking 
out 10 in 6 innings. The Knights 
swatted 20 hits in the win. 

Returning to NE-10 play 
against UMass-Lowell the next 
day, the Knights lost 4-0. The 
team only mustered four hits 
against three River Hawks pitch- 
ers. 

On Saturday, April 21, the 
team lost 11-1 in the first game 
of a doubleheader against Low- 
ell. Junior pitcher Collin Fish- 
man dropped to 0-7 on the sea- 
son after allowing eight earned 
runs in five innings. 

In game two, St. Michael’s 
lost 10-3 as senior Austin Ziskie 
allowed 8 earned runs. 

The team’s record stands at 
9-23 overall and 5-17 in confer- 
ence games. 


Samia a cee 





Photo Courtesy of St. Michael’s Athletics 


Sophomore Tyler Wild, who is second on the team with 15 runs scored, 


swings in a game earlier this season. 


Softball 

The Purple Knights lost a 
doubleheader at St. Anselm 9-2 
and 5-1 on April 17. In game 
one, freshman Sarah Murray led 
the offense with two hits. Junior 
Stephanie Frank got the loss in 
each game giving up three and 
five runs respectively. 

The team was swept in an- 
other doubleheader the next 


day at home against Southern 
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New Hampshire. In game one, 
the team lost 4-2 and only pro- 
duced five hits. In game two, the 
Knights lost 11-2. 

On Friday, April 20, the 
team found the win column in 
game one by defeating visiting 
Lemoyne 1-0. Frank earned the 
shutout victory while allowing 
only three hits by the visitors. In 
game two, the tables turned and 
the Knights were shut out 6-0 


while managing only three hits. 

On Sunday, April 22, the 
team lost game one against St. 
Rose 10-2. In game two, the 
team lost 9-1. 

The team finished the sea- 
son 6-32 overall and 4-25 in con- 
ference. 


Men’s Lacrosse 

The Purple Knights will 
ride a three-game winning 
streak into senior day on Satur- 
day, April 28. 

On April 11, juniors Pete 
Donnally and Marty Vanzo each 
scored four goals to propel the 
Knights to a 14-8 victory against 
Franklin Pierce. 

On April 14, Donnally again 
led the scoring with 2 goals and 
sophomore goalie Chris DeMai- 
ro made 11 saves in a 7-5 win 
against Pace University. 

Donnally is tied for second 
in the conference in scoring with 
31 goals, while Vanzo is fourth 
with 30 goals for the Purple 
Knights. 

The team is 9-4 overall and 
5-4 in conference games. 


Women’s Lacrosse 
On Wednesday, April 18, 
the Purple Knights lost 14-4 to 
visiting Merrimack. Four St. 
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Michael’s players scored and 
senior Sandy Palumbo made 16 
saves. 

The Knights lost to New 
Haven 17-4 on Sunday, April 22. 

The team’s record is 3-10 
overall and 1-9 in conference 
games. 


Men’s Tennis 

The men’s season ended 
on April 14 with an 8-1 loss to 
Lemoyne. The team finished 
seventh in the Northeast-10, one 
spot away from qualifying for 
the playoffs. 

The Purple Knights ended 
the season 6-6 overall and 5-6 in 
conference matches. 


Women’s Tennis 

On Wednesday, April 18, 
the women blanked Bentley 5-0 
in the first round of the NE-10 
tournament. 

The season came to a close 
in the semifinals as the team lost 
to Stonehill 5-0 on Friday, April 
20. 

St. Michael’s junior Emily 
Magee was named to the North- 
east-10 Women’s Tennis All- 
Championship Team. 

The Purple Knights fin- 
ished the season 13-8 overall and 
10-3 in conference. 
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St. Michael’s students are 
overwhelmingly fans of either 
the New York Yankees or Bos- 
ton Red Sox, a pair of perennial 
powers in the American League 
East who last season had .599 
and .556 winning percentages, 
respectively 

Considering the student 
body’s penchant for rooting for 
winners, it should be no surprise 
that the .344 combined win- 
ning percentage of all the school 
sports teams doesn’t exactly fill 
the stands. In comparison to the 
Yanks and Sox, St. Michael’s is 
more in line with the N.B.A.’s 
lowly New Jersey Nets. For bet- 
ter or worse, we are a school of 
front-runners and with the cur- 
rent state of St. Michael’s athlet- 
ics it’s hard to argue against that 
attitude 

Only 4 of the 16 varsity 
teams managed to finish with 
at least a .500 winning percent- 
age. Let that sink in for a min- 
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ute. Only a quarter of the teams 
could remotely be called con- 
tenders in the Northeast-10. 

Yes, every few years. some 
teams, like men’s lacrosse, are 
among the conference elite. 

Yes, St. Michael’s does 
an excellent job of graduating 
student-athletes and that is, and 
should be, the first priority. 

But, as N.F.L. coach Herm 
Edwards once said, “You play to 
win the game.” 

Are we playing just to have 
fun? Are the sports teams sim- 
ply an additional tool to con- 
vince students to come here? 
Why are we in so deep over our 
heads to the point of being oblit- 
erated by conference opponents 
on a yearly basis? 

The school needs to solidify 
the purpose of sports here. If we 
are trying to win, then let’s make 
some changes. A school of 2,000 
students can’t reasonably expect 
to support this many athletic 


SPORTS 


teams, so the athletic department 
has a valid response when they 
point to the budget as a limiting 
factor in teams competitive ca- 
pabilities. So why not consoli- 
date so we can have a dozen or so 
competitive teams instead of 21 
mediocre teams? Picking which 
teams to cut would not be an en- 
viable job, but it could be done. 

What the school doesn’t 
seem to understand is that you 
get what you put into these pro- 
grams. The lack of scholarships 
in 19 of the sports is setting them 
up for failure across the board. 

Or the school could try to 
move to Division III. There are 
logistical issues in terms of find- 
ing a conference, and scholar- 
ships would be lost, but maybe 
we could compete there. 

Of course, the administra- 
tion would hate to do this be- 
cause they love telling prospec- 
tive students that we are a proud 
Division If member. The part 





recruiters don’t like telling any- 
one is that the Purple Knights 
get their asses handed to them. 
Consistently. 

Right now St. Michael’s is 
a laughingstock in the North- 
east-10. As a fan and fellow 
student, it is demoralizing to see 
friends and classmates get de- 
stroyed by opposing schools that 
have bigger budgets. 

I’m not blaming the athletic 
department at all. Obviously, if 
the athletes were better, then it 
wouldn’t be a problem. 

If changes aren’t made, 
then we should be pointing fin- 
gers because clearly the system 
is failing us as students whose 
money helps run the athletic de- 
partment. 

It would be thrilling to see 
some innovation and creativity 
in the athletic department to pro- 
duce more wins because who the 
hell wants to be the Nets? Even 
if they have Jay-Z. 

















‘Chadwick Estey. He — 
“reached the milestone 
against UMass-Lowell 
on April 20. 


Photo By Dan Evarts 
St. Michael’s women’s lacrosse senior captain Eliza Scoba circles the goal against New Haven on Sunday, April 22. Scoba was one of four Purple 
Knights to score in a 17-4 loss. Scoba leads the team in scoring with 27 goals on the season. 
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By Paul Palladino 
Sports Editor 


On a Sunday morning with 
seagulls squawking and the sun 
shining, two seniors took to the 
tennis courts for their last regu- 
lar-season matches. For the first 
and only time in their 4-year 
careers, the two paired up for a 
doubles match. 

Captain Emily Ogilvy and 
Eileen Mullowney celebrated 
their careers at St. Michael’s 
with an 8-3 doubles victory 
against visiting Salve Regina on 
April 15 on the St. Michael’s ten- 
nis courts. 

Before moving on to the 
playoffs, the players took time to 
reflect on their careers. 

“T’m a walk-on, so for me 
my tennis career has been so 
much bigger than what I thought 
it would be,” Ogilvy said. “I’m 
really happy I was able to con- 
tribute to the team.” 


Counterclockwise from top left: Eileen Mullowney hits a return; Emily Ogilvy regroups; Ogilvy and 
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“T didn’t really play much 
sophomore and junior year 
and then came back this year,” 
Mullowney said. “I hope that we 
can finish with a bang.” 

The team was victorious 
in its Northeast-10 Conference 
quarterfinal against Bentley 
University on April 18, but the 
season ended two days later in 
the NE-10 semifinals against 
Stonehill College. It was the 
program’s 13th consecutive ap- 
pearance in the conference semi- 
finals. 

Their leadership on _ the 
young team was noted by the 
coach and players. 

“Emily has been absolutely 
wonderful in terms of welcom- 
ing the kids when they got here,” 
coach Greg Cluff said. “And 
this is unbelievable — she had the 
first-year kids signing in with 
her in the library to make sure 
they were doing enough home- 
work.” 


Women’s Tennis Reaches Tournament Semifinals 


During the fall, Ogilvy 
had the difficult role of being 
the only upperclassman on the 
team as all three juniors studied 
abroad. 

“Tt was exciting to be able 
to show them the ropes about 
our tennis team,” Ogilvy said. 
“With the juniors coming back, 
it was really helpful because a 
lot of them are very vocal on the 
court.” 

Cluff called Mullowney “a 
wonderful competitor.” Team- 
mates also pointed out her com- 
petitive nature. 

“She’s a great competitor 
who loves to win,” junior Jean- 
Marie McGrath said. 

“She hates to lose,” junior 
Emily Magee added. 

“Hates to lose more than 
she loves to win,” McGrath con- 
cluded. 

The Purple Knights fin- 
ished the season 13-8 overall and 
10-3 in conference. 


Photos By Dan Evarts 





Mullowney congratulate each other; the two celebrate; the team huddles prior to its April 15 match. 
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The St. Michael’s golf team had a resurgent season. From left: senior John Goodwin, senior Chris LaPolice and sophomore Spencer Mallette swing earlier this season. 


By Paul Palladino 
Sports Editor 


Following a pair of strong 
finishes at season-ending tour- 
naments in the fall, the St. Mi- 
chael’s men’s golf team found 
itself within striking distance of 
qualifying for the NCAA Divi- 
sion II Super-Regional in Her- 
shey, Pa. © 

But it would take a stand- 

out performance at the April 6-7 
Franklin Pierce Spring Invita- 
tional for the team to move into 
the top 10 in the regional rank- 
ings. 
A fourth place finish in a 
5-team field ended the Purple 
Knights chances of qualifying 
for the Super-Regional. 

It was still a stepping-stone 
season for the program, howev- 
er, as seen by a 6th-place finish 
at the NE-10 Conference Cham- 
pionships and a 20th-place finish 
at the New England Intercolle- 


giate Golf Association Champi- 
onships in October, in which 34 
teams competed. 

Senior captain John Good- 
win and juniors Nick Angelo 
and George Flanagan were each 
named to the Northeast-10 Con- 
ference weekly honor roll during 
the season. Angelo also set the 
program scoring record. 

“Going down to the Frank- 
lin Pierce tournament, we had 
high hopes of keeping our hopes 
alive of making regionals,” 
coach Lou DiMasi II] said. “Un- 
fortunately, we didn’t shoot well 
enough to qualify for regionals.” 

“The weather doesn’t allow 
us to get on the course as soon as 
we want to,” DiMasi said. “We 
were a little rusty going into the 
tournament.” 

Part of the team’s success 
can be seen in the progress to- 
ward implementing a true-split 
season, much like the men’s and 
women’s tennis team follow. 


“This spring we’ve been 
scrambling for funding,” senior 
John Goodwin said. “We gener- 
ally don’t have a spring season, 
but we’ve been trying to pick 
that up a bit.” 

Goodwin also pointed out 
that he has been talking with the 
athletic department about ways 
to improve the program. 

“T’ve been working a lot 
with Zaf [Bludevich] and he is 
definitely committed to trying to 
progress the program and get a 
full-on four tournament sched- 
ule in the spring in addition to 
what we have in the fall,’ Good- 
win said. 

In order to qualify for super- 
regionals, the Purple Knights 
needed to be ranked in the top 
10 of the East Region. The team 
also needed to compete in a 
minimum of four matches in the 
spring. 

“Right now, we have a var- 
sity program that competes at 


the Division II level and we don’t 
meet the criteria for the region,” 
said Bludevich, senior associate 
director of athletics. 

He also pointed out that sev- 
eral other NE-10 schools don’t 
meet the criteria including St. 
Anselm. 

“If they didn’t have as good 
season, we probably wouldn’t 
be having this conversation,” 
Bludevich said. “That match 
they played at Franklin Pierce 
dropped them down significant- 
ly [in the rankings]. It’s not that 
they weren’t in the mix, but they 
were a longshot to begin with.” 

Bludevich added that the 
move towards a split schedule 
will help the program. 

While there is optimism for 
the future of the program, there 
is also a level of disappointment 
about not competing in at least 
four events to meet the regional 
criteria. 

“T felt like how well we 


Drive at Super Regionals Misses Green 


were doing was overlooked and 
not shown any attention whatso- 
ever,” sophomore Steve French 
said. 

French also expressed em- 
pathy for the seniors. 

“If I were the seniors, I’d 
be so much more disappointed 
than I am now,” French said. “I 
honestly don’t know how they’re 
dealing with it. Id be pretty 
pissed.” 

The team held a phon-a- 
thon on April 17 to raise money 
for next season. 

“Tt won’t do us any good this 
year, but itll carry on to next 
year,” Goodwin said. “Hopeful- 
ly it can treat the guys who are 
still on the team next year well.” 

The St. Michael’s men’s golf 
team will conclude its season on 
April 26 at the Franklin Pierce 
Spring Invitational in Jaffrey, 
N.H. The team graduates a pair 
of senior captains in Goodwin 
and Chris LaPolice.  _ 
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Photo Club Presents: 


The First Annual Photo Contest 


















Seasons Winner: Megan Durocher 
top right 





7 Essence of St. Michael’s Winner: Corey Thomas 
ey top left 


Darkroom Winner: Corey Thomas 
bottom 
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